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Overview and Introduction
1. What s the lllinois State Seal of Biliteracy?

The lllinois State Seal of Biliteracyis an award givenbyaschooldistrict ornonpublic school to graduating high
schoolstudents who have demonstrated an Intermediate High'level of proficiencyin Englishandin at least one
language other than English(LOTE) during their 9-12 high school years. The lllinois State Seal of Biliteracy
programis writteninto |llinois SchoolCode 1051LCS5/2-3.159and isguided by 23 Illinois Administrative Code
680.

High School World Language Credit: For admissions purposes, each public university in
this State shall accept the State Seal of Biliteracy as equivalent to 2 years of foreign
language coursework taken duringhigh schoolif astudent's highschool transcriptindicates
that they will be receiving or have received the State Seal of Biliteracy.

College World Language Credit: all public colleges and universities in the state of lllinois
must establish criteriafor converting agraduate’slllinois State Seal of Biliteracyinto college
credit. Each institution has the flexibility to award credits that align with their particular
courses. Please check the college credit document for more detailed information.

2. What is the State Commendation toward Biliteracy?

The State Commendation toward Biliteracy is an award given by a school district or nonpublic school to
graduating high schoolstudents who have demonstratedsignificant progress toward achievingahigh level of
proficiencyin English andin a LOTE, at least at the Intermediate Low level. Districts/schools may choose to
award the Commendation toward Biliteracy in addition to the Seal each year. It is not required for
districts/schools to offerthe Commendationif theyare offering the Seal. Itisnotrequired for public colleges
and universitiesin the state of lllinois to award credit for the commendation, but severaldo. Please check the
college credit document for more detailed information.

3. Where can | learn more about participation in the lllinois State Seal of Biliteracy?

The lllinois State Seal of Biliteracy is a program in which a school district or nonpublic school can choose to
participate. Students cannot participate individually apart from their schools. If you are a student or parent,
please contact your school to learn more about how the program is administered locally.

The ISBE Seal website contains information and resources, including history and overview of the program,
training modules, guidelinesfordistricts regardingapplyingfor and reportingawards, afrequently updated ist
of approved language assessments, program administration checklists, one-pager resources for a variety of
audiences, amongotherresources. This website is frequently updated. If you have additional questionsor

' Defined in the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Proficiency Guidelines 2024
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concerns after reading the website, you can contact biliteracy@isbe.net. You can also look at the list of
participating districts and contact someone from a district similar to yours and see if they can help you get
started as well.

4. What is the Global Seal of Biliteracy?

The Global Seal of Biliteracy is a separate award from the lllinois State Seal of Biliteracy. ISBE does not
coordinate thisaward, althoughthere are benefits for |llinois educators in earning the Global Seal. [tisinclusive
and can be earned byanyone,regardless of age, background, or education. Manycriteriaand assessmentsare
similar for earning the lllinois State Seal and the Global Seal. You can find more information at
https://theglobalseal.com/.

Administering and Coordinating a Seal Program
5. How dollet ISBE know we are participating in this program?

Public: Districts must notify ISBE each year of their intent to award the State Seal of Biliteracy (and
Commendation toward Biliteracy if the district chooses)by applying in the Student Information System (SIS).
This application becomes available annually after the school has registered 11" and 12" graders for the school
year. Please note that SIS will not allow access to the application until registration for the year has been “rolled
over” and the district has enrolled 11" or 12" graders for the CURRENT school year. The application must be
completed byanadministratorin the districtwith RCDT admin accessto SIS. Thisis due by October1of each
year. Ifadistrict makes the decision to participate after that date, theapplication can stillbe completedifitis
done atleast 45 days before graduation. Districts applyinglate mustadditionally notify ISBE of its participation
by emailingbiliteracy@isbe.net and includein the email evidence that the district has metall the requirements
in the rules for participation.

Nonpublic: Schools must notify ISBE each year of theirintent to award the State Seal of Biliteracy(and
Commendation toward Biliteracy if the district chooses) by submitting an application form (PDF). This can be
found under“Nonpublic Schools Only” onthe State Seal of Biliteracy's website. Thisapplication must be emailed
to biliteracy@isbe.net by October1of each year. Ifanonpublicschool makes thedecision to participate after
that date, the application can stillbe completedifitisdone atleast 45days before graduation. The nonpublic
schoolmustadditionallyinclude inthe email evidence that the district has metall the requirementsin the rules
for participation.

6. How are annual student awards reported?

Public: Districts mustannuallyreport on the studentsthat were awarded the Seal(and the Commendation,
if applicable)to ISBE via SIS in IWAS. Please note that SIS will not allow this information to be uploaded until
award-receiving students have been exited as “graduated”in SIS. Thisinformation isdue no later than September
15 following each participating year. Districts must update students’information in SIS to include the award
given, for which language the award was given, and the method that the student used to demonstrate
proficiencyin English and the LOTE. Information on batch uploading student award information in SIS can be
found here.

Nonpublic: Schools must submit an annual report to ISBE of the students who earned Seal and
Commendationawards by using the annual template. It can be foundunder the “Nonpublic Schools Only” bar on
the State Seal of Biliteracy's website and must be emailed to biliteracy@isbe.net no later than September 15
following each year of participation.
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7. What if something changes from our application? Do we need to update/resubmit it?

Please update your application for the year only if your superintendent or program coordinator contact
informationchanges. If youhave additional questions regarding changesin your program, please send an email
to biliteracy@isbe.net.

8. What do we do during the school year, after we submit our application to participate?

During the schoolyear, programs should assist, encourage, and provideresources to students and families to
support language acquisition. While the Seal is a graduation award, progress toward language proficiency is
made over many years. Whether your students are looking to earn the seal in their home or heritage language
orin aworld language class, it is important to nurture a culture of celebrating multilingualism.

Itisalsoagoodideatoconsiderwhatassessmentsare availableforyourstudentsand the languagesthat they
are pursuing. Studentsmust demonstrate proficiencyinEnglishand inthe additional language(s) for which they
are earning the seal. Consulttheapprovedassessment documentin order to provide the most opportunities for
your students to be successful.

9. How do we officially award the students the Seal, aside from reporting it to ISBE?

To be compliant with the lllinois State Seal of Biliteracy program, districts and nonpublic schools must place
the State Seal of Biliteracyimage on thediplomasof studentswho qualifyand must make note of the Seal and
language on the students’transcripts(lll. Admin. Codetitle 23,680.20(d). Thereis guidance on the ISBE Seal of
Biliteracy website regarding transcript language. Each district/school will receive access to the official
graphics in a confirmation email following the application submission each school year.

Thedistrict/schooldoesnotneed to provideanyotheraward orrecognitionbutis free to do so. Manyschools
have chosento makeyard signs, newspaper articles, social media posts, ribbons, medallions, graduation cords,
certificates, and more. Thisis alocal decision.

10. How do we get the graphics onto the diploma?

Eachyear uponcompletingthe application to participate, you willreceiveaconfirmation email with access to
apassword protectedwebsite that houses the graphics. Please note that the password updates for the new year
are August *. Once your coordinator receives access to the graphics, it is the coordinator's responsibility to
ensure that thegraphics are placed onthe diplomaandthat the award is noted onthe transcript.ISBE does not
provide stickers, awards, or medals. Programs can print the graphicsontheir own stickers, have alocal or online
company print them, or have their diploma printing company print the graphic directly on diplomas.

1. Mayadistrict/school place the Seal or Commendationlanguage on the transcriptas soonas the
student meets the criteria at any time during their enroliment in high school?

The provisional statement for the Sealor Commendationmaybe added to the student’s transcript as soonas it
isdetermined thatthe student meets the criteria, which can be atany time during the student’s enrolimentin
high school. The Seal or Commendation must also be included on the diploma when th e student graduates.
Please note: Evenifastudentqualifiesforthe sealpriorto theirgraduationyear, the student award cannot be
added to SIS until after they graduate, and their award will correspond with their graduation year.

12. How should a student who is proficient in English and two or more other languages be
recognized on the diploma and transcript?
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The district/schoolshould award a Seal of Biliteracy or Commendationfor each language otherthan English in
which the student demonstrates proficiency. Allthe LOTEs should benamedon the transcriptandthe diploma.
You may place multiple graphics on the diploma or list the multiple languages below one graphic.

Award Criteria
13. What are the qualifying proficiency criteria for English?

There are severalmethods that can be used to demonstrateastudent’s Englishlanguage proficiency towards
theirSeal of Biliteracy. Thelistofapproved Englishproficiencyassessmentsand the qualifyingscorescan be
found on the Approved Assessment list which is updated frequently. A student must demonstrate English
proficiency utilizing one of the methods below, as outlined in (lll. Admin. Code title 23, 680.20 (b)):

e Attainment of college and career benchmarks for English language arts on the State assessments
administered at the secondary level.

o Uptoandincluding SY2024, thisreferred toa480 on the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing
of the SAT, whichaligns withthe College Board's College and Career Readiness Benchmark. This
is the same for the Seal and the Commendation.

o InSY2025, thisreferredto the ACT college-readybenchmark(20)forthe ELA subject areatest
oracomposite score of at least 21. This is the same for the Seal and the Commendation.

o Afterthe adoption of right-sized performance levels in August 2025, this refersto the lllinois
right-sized ELA benchmark of (18). This is the same for the Seal and the Commendation. The
composite ACT score is not evidence of proficiency. Students must be administered the ACT
with writing to have an ELA score calculated.

e Attainmentofa"proficient"scoreonthe English language proficiencyassessment, as definedunder 23
[ll. Adm. Code 228.10, administered at the secondary level.

o Thisrefersto English learner students attaininga 4.8 on the ACCESS test when administered
during their high school 9-12 school years.

o ELstudentscanqualifyforthe Commendationwith a score of 3.50n the literacy component of
the ACCESS.

e Attainmentofa”qualifying”score onan AdvancedPlacement English Language and Composition Exam.

o A4 orbqualifies astudent forthe Seal; a 3 qualifies a student for the Commendation.

e Transitional coursework in English language arts articulated in partnership with a public community
college as an ESSA (Every student Succeeds Act) College and Career Readiness Indicator.

o A3.0inthe ELA course qualifiesastudentforthe Seal;aGPA of 2.5inthe ELA course qualifies
a student for the commendation.

e An|SBE approved English assessment score of at least Intermediate-High or its equivalent (Seal) or
Intermediate-Low or its equivalent (Commendation).

14. What are the qualifying proficiency criteria for the language other than English (LOTE)?

A student must meet LOTE proficiency utilizing one of the methods below:
e An ISBE approved assessment score of at least Intermediate-High or its equivalent (Seal) or
Intermediate-Low orits equivalent (Commendation)(lll. Admin. Code title 23, 680.20 (a)1(AXi))

o Beginning with SY2026, if the approved language assessment provides discrete scores for
different modalities of the language, each score must meet the minimum criteria. Composite
scores do not qualify.

o Studentswho metthequalifyingcriteriaforthe lllinois State Seal of Biliteracy with a composite
score before July 1, 2025, may still be awarded the Seal upon their graduation.

e Alternative Evidence Portfolio (more information below) (lll. Admin. Code title 23, 680.20 (a)3))

15. How are new assessments added to the approved assessment list?
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The agency continues to evaluate new assessments and will update this list as more are approved. The
ApprovedAssessment list containsstandardizedassessments for Englishand LOTE that ISBE hasapproved by
verifying that each one meetslllinois’ rulesand regulations for the State Seal of Biliteracy program. The approval
processincludesdeterminingifan assessmentisaccessibleinlllinois, useseitherthe American Council onthe
Teaching of ForeignLanguages(ACTFL)or CommonEuropean Framework of Reference(CEFR)for Languages
scoring scales, as well as other test development and standardization criteria that has been determined as
required forapproval. Pleaserequest the assessment approval form(to be completedbythe test vendor) from
biliteracy@isbe.net.

16. What does it mean if a language is not listed on the approved assessment list?

It means that ISBE has not yet found an assessment in the desiredlanguage that meets requirements for
approval. Alternatively, theremaynotyetbean assessment that exists inthatlanguage. It could also mean that
a testis available, but it has not yet been evaluated by ISBE. If there is a test or language that is not on the
approved list that you would like to see added, please request the assessment approval form from
biliteracy@isbe.net.

17. Can students earn the Seal or Commendation in a language that is not on the approved
assessment list?

Yes. Incertain scenarios, there maynotbe anassessmentavailable orapprovable foralanguage in which the
studentwishes to earnthe Sealor Commendation. To qualifyunder these circumstances, astudent will need to
build aportfolio of evidence that demonstrates their proficiencyin the language. Thisis called the Alternative
Evidence Method, or “the portfolio”. An assessment that has not been approved for the standard assessment
method maystillbe used asaportionofevidence inthe portfoliomethod. Pleasereview the portfolio guidance
posted on the website for more information.

18. What is the Alternative Evidence Method (Portfolio)?

The Alternative Evidence Method consists of a student portfolio and is commonly used when there is no
approved assessment available inthe targeted language. A student submits this portfolio of evidence to their
districtornonpublic school who must find an appropriate evaluator of thelanguage to assess the portfolio and
determine if the student met the proficiency level for the Seal or Commendation. Portfolio guidance can be
found as a separate item in the assessment section of the website.

19. When is it appropriate for a student to use the Alternative Evidence Method?

The portfolio method may be used when:
1. Astudentattainsan'intermediate mid,"as definedin the ACTFL guidelines set forthin subsection(a)1)
orits equivalent, on an approved assessmentin the targeted language; or
2. No standardized assessment has been approved for the targeted language; or
3. Evaluatingthelanguage proficiency of astudent with disabilitiesfor whom the approved assessmentin
its original form is inappropriate.

20.What needs to go into a student’s portfolio for the Alternative Evidence Method (Portfolio
Method)?

A student’s portfolio must contain evidence of proficiency as equivalent to the requirement for the Seal or
Commendation. If the student has a disability that precludes them from participating in a specific language
modality, documentation must be included in the student’s portfolio. The modalities of language that will
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typically be documented are reading, writing, listening, and speaking. These categories may differ depending
on which domains characterize communication inthetarget language or may differ for students who are unable
to demonstrate proficiencyin certain domains due to a disability. The evidence may include:

Experience in the target language

a. The extent to which the student's language background enables the student to gain
communicative competence in the targeted language;

b. Theextenttowhichthestudent's participationinintercultural activities provided opportunities
to gain communicative competence in the targeted language;

c. The courses takenin the targeted language and the grades received; or

d. Theextenttowhichanytime spentincountriesor communities where the targeted language is
used contributed to the student's opportunities to gain communicative competence in the
targeted language.

Work samples in the target language

a. Formal presentationsin the targeted language;

b. Student-producedcompositions, articles, papers, recordings, etc.inthetargetedlanguage; or

c. Certificates, diplomas, results from tests or assessments other than those identified under
subsection (a), and additional achievements that demonstrate sufficient proficiency in the
targeted language.

All portfolio documentation must be collected while astudentisenrolledin high schooland must comprise of
evidenceandwork samplesfromthe 9-12 high school years. Please visit the Seal of Biliteracy Portfolio Guidance
available on the website for details about building and evaluating a portfolio for the Seal.

21. What if the assessment is administered during grade 12, but results do not become available
until after graduation?

The lllinois state seal of biliteracy may still be awarded to the student if the test was administered prior to
graduation. Thisis oftenthe case with APtests as the results become available over the summer. Award data
reportsare notdue tolSBE untilSeptember 15 following students'graduationto allow for exam results to arrive.

Students may not sit for an assessment after their graduation and use those results for the Seal.

Please note: no official designation may be included on the diploma or transcript until the district/school
obtains assessment results that indicate that the student qualifies for the award, though a provisional
statement may be included. Once the Seal or Commendation is awarded, a designation must be affixed to the
student’'sdiplomaandastatementincludedin the student'supdatedtranscript. Finaldocumentation may need
to be reprinted and distributed to these students.

22. What if a student has a proficiency score for English or the LOTE from 8" grade or prior? Can
those results be used to qualify for the seal?

No. To qualifyforthe lllinois State Seal of Biliteracy or Commendation towardBiliteracy, the Englishand LOTE
assessments must be takenwhile the studentisenrolledin highschool, orafter August 1of their freshmanyear
and before their graduation date.

23.May a student who transfers from one high school/district to another earn the Seal or
Commendation based on assessments or work done in the previous district/ school?
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Yes. Assessment results and work completed while the student is enrolled in any high school may be used to
document eligibility for the Seal or Commendation. However, only the school/district from which the student
graduates may award the Seal or Commendation. Each participating school/district establishes their own
proceduresand parameters forthe Seal of Biliteracy programand may stipulate the type of documentationand
proceduresrequired to qualify for the Seal or Commendation that the school/ district awards. Families should
discuss the seal of biliteracy with their new district upon starting a transfer to ensure that the district
participates in the program and will accept previously completed work or assessments.

24, |Is there a particular course of study students must take to earn the Seal?

No. Thereisnoseat-time orcoursework requirement for the Seal. The lllinois State Seal of Biliteracy confirms
thatagraduate attainedat least Intermediate High proficiencyand demonstratedas such viaan assessment or
portfolio at some time during grades 9-12. Students may acquire their language of biliteracy in an academic
setting, at home, ina community-based heritage language program(otherwise known as an Ethnic L anguage
School), or any combination of different avenues of language study. The Seal of Biliteracy is not a finish line,
ratheran award on the pathway of proficiency. Manybiliterate graduates continue to acquirelanguage in post-
secondary settings.

Annual Timeline

e August1

o Annualwebinars and nonpublic application materials posted to the website.

o Application for the Seal of Biliteracy opensin SIS.

o Graphics library sets a new annual password.
e September15

o DEADLINE to upload previous year awards in SIS(public) or email(nonpublic).
e October1?

o DEADLINE to submit this year's application in SIS (public) or email (nonpublic).
e Fall/Spring

o Inform students, families, and community participation opportunities.

o Plan assessment schedule, keeping in mind LOTE, English, Portfolio, and retake options.
e (Graduation

o Designate Seal on diploma and transcript

o Update student awards into SIS(public) or email(nonpublic).

= Students must be exited as graduated before their Seal data can be uploaded.

2 A district that makes the decision to participate after October 1has to notify the Multilingual Department of its participationno later than 45 calendar days prior to the issuance of
any State Seals or State Commendations. A school district notification sent to the ISBE Multilingual Department after October Tmust include evidence that the district has met all
of the requirements for participation in the program. A district that fails to submit the proper notification within the timeframes provided will be prohibited from awardin g the
State Seal and State Commendation for that school year.
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