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AUTHORITY: Implementing and authorized by Section 2-3.66 of the
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October 18, 1985, for a maximum of 150 days; emergency expired
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Section 205.10 Definitions (Repeal ed)

(Source: Repealed at 25 I1l. Reg. 2399, effective January
25, 2001)
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Section 205.20 Purpose

a)

b)

This Part establishes the procedure and criteria for
approval of applications, submtted by eligible
applicants to the State Board of Education, for grants
to assist the applicants in establishing truants'

al ternative and optional education prograns as

aut hori zed in Section 2-3.66 of the School Code. [105
| LCS 5/ 2- 3. 66]

Progranms funded under this grant shall serve students
identified as one of the foll ow ng:

1) a truant, as defined in Section 26-2a of the
School Code [105 ILCS 5/26-2a]; or

2) a chronic or habitual truant, as defined in
Section 26-2a of the School Code; or

3) a dropout, as defined in Section 26-2a of the
School Code; or

4) a potential dropout, which is any student subject
to conpul sory attendance as defined in Article 26
of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/ Art. 26] and whose
school absences or pattern of school attendance
i npedes the student’s learning or contributes to
the student’s failure to neet State and/or
district learning standards. Attendance probl ens
may i nclude chronic truancy, truancy, selective
absences, excessive absences or a pattern of
absences or tardiness. |n assessing whether
mar gi nal school attendance problens would place a
student within the definition of "potenti al
dropout," consideration shall be given to a
student's personal involvenent in the education
process, apparent notivation to receive an
education, or any continued and obvi ous apathy or
di saffection for education, particularly, when
i ndi cations of uninvol venent, |ack of notivation
or disaffection are coupled with currently known
i ndi vidual or famly circunstances that, if they
remai n unresol ved, woul d be reasonably expected to
result in escal ating attendance probl ens.

(Source: Amended at 25 Il1. Reg. 2399, effective January
25, 2001)
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Section 205.30 Eligible Applicants

a)

b)

Proposals for grant awards under Section 2-3.66 of the
School Code may be submitted only by public school
districts, regional offices of education, public
university laboratory schools approved by the State
Board of Education pursuant to Section 18-8.05(K) of
the School Code [105 ILCS 5/18-8.05(K)], charter
schools, community college districts, or area
vocational centers.

Joint applications for funds may be submitted. If a
joint application is submitted, then an administrative
agent shall be designated.

1) The superintendent from each of the participating
school districts and the official authorized to
submit a proposal on behalf of any other eligible
entity as defined in subsection (a) of this
Section shall sign the joint application.

2) A school district or other eligible entity shall
only participate in one proposal for a program.

(Source: Amended at 26 Il1l. Reg. 882, effective January 15,

2002)
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205.35 Required Program Conponents

Each program funded pursuant to Section 2-3.66 of the School Code
shall include at |east the follow ng conponents.

a)

b)

A conprehensi ve communi ty-based program pl anni ng
process that includes, but is not limted to, the
participation of business, conmunity organizations,
soci al service providers, governnent agencies, parents,
school adm nistrators and ot her staff nenbers,

i ncludi ng teachers, and students, and that |eads to the
devel opment and inpl enentation of a strategic plan.

1) The plan shall contain program goals and
obj ecti ves devel oped by anal yzi ng social and
academ c challenges in the community to be served
by the truants' alternative and optional education
program

2) The plan shall identify available comunity
resources and services and descri be how t hese w ||
be coordinated to neet the needs of students
identified as eligible for the program (see
Section 205.20(b) of this Part).

An | ndividualized Optional Education Plan, which is a
written docunent devel oped in accordance with

Section 2-3.66 of the School Code and this Part, that
outlines an individual's academ c, vocational and/or
life skill needs, as well as goals and objectives and
vari ous educational and soci al experiences needed to
reach those goals and objectives. The devel opnent of
this plan shall include school officials, the student,
and the student’s parents or |egal guardians if the
student is less than 18 years old. The individualized
opti onal education plan for each student shall include:

1) | earni ng obj ectives or individual outconmes, such
as increased school attendance, course credit,
graduation, gains in achievenent |evel, or
enpl oynent ;

2) t he basis upon which the student is referred to
t he program

3) the services that wll be provided in relation to
the student’s educational, social, and/or career
devel opnent needs necessary to achieve the
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| earni ng obj ectives or individual outcones
pursuant to subsection (b)(1) of this Section;

assessnment procedures to determ ne the degree to
whi ch the student is achieving his or her |earning
obj ectives or individual outcones;

atinme period sufficient to allow the student to
achi eve those objectives or outcones; and

a statement that the student, parent, or guardi an
has the ultimate choice of whether to accept the

i ndi vi dual i zed optional education plan that is
offered or to return to or remain in the regul ar
educati on program of the school district attended.

c) Educational services that may include either

1)

2)

( Sour ce:
2001)

An Optional Education Programthat provides a

nodi fied instructional programthat incorporates
State academ c standards and, as appropriate to

t he student's needs, work-based | earning and
career devel opnent, and is established by school
board policy to serve as a part-tine or full-tinme
option in lieu of regular school attendance in
conformance with Section 2-3.66 of the School Code
and this Part; or

Suppl enental services that provide students
enrolled in the regular school programwth
supports (e.g., tutoring, nentoring, health
services, hone visits, counseling) that are needed
to increase their attendance rates or prevent them
from droppi ng out of school.

Added at 25 Ill. Reg. 2399, effective January 25,
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Section 205.40 Application Procedure and Content

It is the intention of the State Board of Education to approve
truants’ alternative and optional education prograns for a three-
year period. Funding for the second and third years of operation
(1.e., beginning the year following the initial grant award)

shal | be contingent upon the availability of funds for the
program the grantee's progress toward neeting its objectives,
and the evidence presented in the proposal that a sufficient need
continues to exist for the program (see Section 205.40(f) of this
Part).

a) The State Board of Education will issue a Request for
Proposal s (RFP) specifying the information that
applicants shall include in their proposals and
requiring that proposals be submtted to the State
Board of Education no later than the date specified in
the RFP. The RFP shall provide at |east 45 cal endar
days in which to submt proposals.

b) Each RFP shall indicate the descriptive information
(e.g., needs assessnent, community-based pl anning
procedures, indicators used to identify students for
the program program objectives and activities,

i ndi vi dual i zed optional education plan devel opnent,
means of evaluation) that initial applicants wll be
required to provide about their proposed prograns.
Initial applicants are those that did not receive
fundi ng under this Part for a truants’ alternative and
optional education programin the year previous to an
application or that are conpleting the last year in a
t hree-year funding cycle. Each RFP shall identify any
area or areas of high priority for the funding cycle.

c) Each RFP shall describe the proposal format that
applicants will be required to follow (e.g., cover
page, program staffing, proposal abstract, proposal
narrative).

d) Each proposal shall include a budget summary and
paynent schedul e and a narrative budget breakdown
(i.e., a detailed explanation of each line item of
expenditure), conpleted on forns provided by the State
Board of Educati on.

e) Each proposal shall include a Certification and
Assurances for Application and Anard and a Drug- Free
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Wor kpl ace Certification, submtted on forns supplied by
the State Board of Educati on.

Each proposal for renewal shall contain at |east the
f ol | owi ng:

1)

2)

3)

4)

a md-year report of the current year's program
docunenting the services provided and descri bing
the degree to which the grantee is achieving its
stat ed obj ectives;

an updated narrative description of the

obj ectives, activities, tinelines, evaluation
procedures and the personnel to be responsible for
themin the renewal year, relating the objectives
and activities proposed to the results to date, as
described in the md-year report required under
subsection (f)(1) of this Section;

an updat ed budget summary and paynent schedul e,
wi th narrative budget breakdown, for the renewal
year; and

t he assurances and certification fornms referred to
in subsection (e) of this Section, bearing a
current signature and applicable to the renewal
peri od.

| nconpl ete proposals wll not be considered for
f undi ng.

Amended at 25 IIl. Reg. 2399, effective January
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Section 205.50 Proposal Review and Approval

a)

b)

Proposal s submtted for initial funding under this Part

shal |

be evaluated in accordance with the foll ow ng

criteria and points:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

There is sufficient need for the

program servi ces, as evidenced by the nunber or
proportion of students identified as eligible for
program servi ces (see Section 205.20(b) of this
Part). (20 points)

Criteria and indicators for identifying students
who are eligible for the programare clearly
established and likely to target those students
nost in need of services. (20 points)

Program obj ectives and activities are well -
defined, linked to identified needs, and likely to
|l ead to i nproved outcones for the students served
in the program (20 points)

The programis cost-effective as evidenced by the
cost of proposed services in relation to the
nunbers to be served and the services to be

provi ded. (20 points)

The evaluation strategies will effectively gauge

t he success of the programand yield sufficient
data that can be used to inprove the program (10
poi nt s)

The proposal denonstrates strategies, other than
those routinely offered by the regul ar school
program that will be effective in decreasing the
dropout rate and increasing school attendance.
(10 points)

Proposal s submitted for a renewal period shall be
eval uated in accordance with the following criteria:

1)

The eval uation of the current year's project
indicates that its stated objectives are being
met, that the project has been conducted in
conformance with the proposal approved by the
St at e Superintendent of Education, and that a
sufficient need continues to exist for the
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truants' alternative and optional education
program or

2) I n instances where certain objectives of the
project are not being net, the grantee has
described the relative status of each such
obj ective, the reason(s) for inconplete
achi evement, and either:

i) the steps to be taken to ensure that the
objective wll be net during the renewal
period, if the objective remains a valid part
of the proposal for renewal; or

ii) if the grantee has determ ned that the
obj ective should be deleted fromits plan or
altered in light of the previous year's
experience, then the grantee has provided its
rational e for such deletion or change and has
descri bed how the program s goals for the
renewal period wll be net in light of the
change.

The selection of proposals for funding may be based in
part on geographic distribution and/or the need to
provide resources to public school districts and
communities with varying demographic characteristics.

Priority consideration may be given to proposals with
specific areas of emphasis, as identified by the State
Board of Education in a particular RFP.

The State Superintendent of Education will make final
determinations in accordance with the criteria stated
in subsections (a) and (b) of this Section.

(Source: Anmended at 25 Il1. Reg. 2399, effective January
25, 2001)
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Appl i cati ons (Repeal ed)

(Source: Repealed at 25 I1l. Reg. 2399, effective January
25, 2001)
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Section 205.60 Allocation of Funds

The State Superintendent of Education shall determ ne the anobunt
of individual grant awards on the basis of the foll ow ng
criteria. The final award amounts will be based on these
criteria follow ng negotiation with the grant recipient:

a) the total funds appropriated for truants' alternative
and optional education prograrns;

b) t he program needs, resources, and anmounts requested in
t he top-ranked proposals determ ned pursuant to Section
205.50(a) and (b) of this Part; and

C) the need to assure delivery of truancy prevention
services and truants' alternative and opti onal
education prograns on a statew de basis and in a manner
that will have the greatest inpact in preventing
truancy and students from droppi ng out of school.

(Source: Amended at 25 Il1. Reg. 2399, effective January
25, 2001)
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Section 205.70 Terms of the Grant

Each RFP shall inform potential recipients of the terms and
conditions that apply to their receipt and use of grant funds
under this program, including at least the following:

a)

b)

L))

9

All grants issued under this Part shall be governed by
the Il1linois Grant Funds Recovery Act [30 ILCS 705].

Applicants may be asked to clarify certain aspects of
their proposals. A negotiated and finalized proposal
returned to the applicant, with an authorized signature
affixed to the cover page, will constitute an approved
grant agreement with the State Board of Education.

Orders for payment will be submitted to the Office of
the Comptroller by the State Board of Education
according to a negotiated payment schedule. Payments
may be reduced from scheduled amounts i1f periodic
reports show excessive cash on hand.

The grantee may operate its own program or enter into a
subcontract with another not-for-profit entity to
implement the program.

Grant recipients must submit a final project report to
the State Board of Education within 30 days after the
ending date of the grant period.

An approved budget may be amended by completing an
amendment to the approved budget, using forms supplied
by the State Board of Education, to show the new
amounts required and attaching an explanation for the
changes. A budget amendment iIs necessary whenever an
approved individual line item changes by more than
$1,000 or 20 percent (whichever is larger) from the
approved budget. A budget amendment must also be
submitted for approval when a grantee proposes to use
funds for allowable expenditures not identified in the
approved budget. Changes will be approved if the
proposed distribution of resources or activities would
have been approvable within the original application.

The annual RFP shall indicate the proportion of grant
funds that can be used for administrative expenses.
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(Source: Amended at 26 Il1l. Reg. 882, effective January 15,
2002)
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Section 205.80 Notification of G ant Awards (Repeal ed)

(Source: Repealed at 25 I1l. Reg. 2399, effective January
25, 2001)
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