
ASSESSMENT (18B/18C).J 

IMPACT OF TECHNOLOGY 
 
Performance Standards (18B/18C).J 
 
Show how advancements in technology have both hurt and helped individuals accordingly:  
• Knowledge:  describe the key ideas and concepts that are associated with the positive and negative affects of 

technology; 
• Reasoning:  analyze the impact of the technology in a logical and reasoned manner; and 
• Communication:  write an essay that is well-organized, well-focused and well-detailed; express all ideas in a 

way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand the roles and interactions of individuals and groups in society (18B), and understand 

how social systems form and develop over time (18C), students should experience sufficient learning 
opportunities to develop the following: 
• Assess the effect of technology on the status and role of individuals, and 
• Analyze the positive and negative impact of modernization on cultural and physical environments. 

2. Have students review and discuss the following assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate 
their work.  

3. Facilitated by the teacher, students should brainstorm a few examples of positive and negative technological 
influences.  For example, Eli Whitney’s cotton gin resulted in increased cotton production for planters.  
However, the cotton gin also created a need for more slaves to work the fields, thus perpetuating and even 
strengthening the institution of slavery and widening the division between the North and the South: 

4. After selecting a teacher-approved topic, students should individually conduct research on the impacts of their 
topic. 

5. Write a summary that includes the following: 
• Background information showing the development of the teacher approved topic. 
• Demonstrate how the technology both positively and negatively impacted society and the 

environment by using relevant examples. 
6. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 

performance level: 
• Knowledge:  the description a definition of key concepts and facts associated with positive and negative 

impacts of technology are complete and accurate. 
• Reasoning:  the analysis of the impact of the technology was logical and well-reasoned. 
• Communication:  the writing was well-focused, well-organized and well-detailed; the knowledge and 

reasoning were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• Two 45-minute periods 
• One period for brainstorming and starting 

research, the other to complete the research 
• The summary should be composed outside of 

class time 

Resources 
• Primary and secondary resources that define and 

give examples of a particular technology and its 
influence on individuals. 

• Notebook paper 
• Pen or pencil 
• Social Science Rubric 
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