
ASSESSMENT (14A/14B/14E/16BW).J 

FDR – HITLER: CONFLICTING POLITICAL SYSTEMS 
 
Performance Standard (14A/14B/14E/16BW).J 
 
Read information from various sources and contrast the governments of Germany and the United States just before 
the outbreak of World War II accordingly; 
• Knowledge:  identify the key concepts and themes that show the role taken by the German government in 1933 

as well as role taken by the United States at the same time; 
• Reasoning: compare and contrast the actions and events that occurred in both nations; predict the outcomes for 

both governments; and 
• Communication:  write a summary that is well-organized, well-detailed and well-focused; express all ideas in a 

way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand and explain basic principles of the United States government (14A), understand the 

structures and functions of the political systems of Illinois, the United States , and other nations (14B), 
understand United States foreign policy as it related to other nations and international issues (14E), and 
understand the development of significant political events (16BW), students should experience sufficient 
learning opportunities to develop the following: 
• Describe how changing interpretations of the powers and limitations of our Constitution have affected 

rights and responsibilities of groups and individuals, 
• Critique how different forms of political systems throughout the world have tended to protect or violate 

basic human rights of people, 
• Compare how different political systems in other countries define and protect human rights, and 
• Compare/Contrast episodes of cooperation and conflict among proponents of opposing political ideologies. 

2. Have students review and discuss the following assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate 
their work. 

3. The students will have read or discussed in class the period of world economic depression during the 1930’s and 
discussed the role of government in the United States and Nazi Germany during World War II.   

4. Have students read the letter from Ambassador Sackett to Secretary Hull.  They will identify powers abdicated 
by the German legislature to Adolf Hitler.   

5. Have students examine the timeline.  They will identify words, phrases, and actions that show the manner in 
which the United States and German governments functioned during the first half of 1933.   

6. Using the information from the letter, timeline and their discussions, students will write a summary describing 
how the United States and German governments functioned differently in 1933. 

7. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 
performance level: 
• Knowledge:   identification of the key words, phrases, or actions that illustrate differences in the two 

governments at that time is complete and accurate. 
• Reasoning:  the comparison will show how the governments functioned differently in response to the 

situations and what the impact would be on each is thorough and well-reasoned. 
• Communication:  the writing is well-organize, well-focused and well-detailed; the knowledge and 

reasoning were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• Two fifty-minute class periods 

Resources 
• Attached documents 
• Social Science Rubric 
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