
ASSESSMENT 15A.I 

COMMAND AND MARKET IN ONE ECONOMY 
 
Performance Standard 15A.I 
 
Make a chart of government acts and other developments that were either Market oriented or Command oriented to 
show command and market elements in the United States economy accordingly: 
• Knowledge:  identify key economic developments that are Command or Market orientated; 
• Reasoning:  explain how the items selected have elements connected to the United State economy; and  
• Communication:  make a chart that is well-organized and well-detailed; express all ideas in a way that provides 

evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand economic systems, with an emphasis on the United States (15A), students should 

experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following: 
• Analyze the differences between a market and command economy (i.e., private ownership, methods of 

allocation). 
2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Have students find government acts that were economic in nature and other economic developments during any 

period of United States History.  They should be five government acts and five other developments.   
4. Have students will make a chart using the following super and sub headings:  Market Economy (Private 

Property, Resource Allocation Through the Market, Distribution of Goods and Services by the Market) and 
Command Economy (Government Ownership, Resource Allocation by Government Plan, Distribution of Goods 
and Services by Government). 

5. Have students list the selected acts and developments in the appropriate column on the chart.  
6. Below each item listed on the chart, the students should add a specific part of the government act or economic 

development that clearly connects the act or development with the column it is in.  
7. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 

performance level: 
• Knowledge:  the identification of items on the chart is economic in nature. 
• Reasoning:  the explanation gives a description of the connection of the item with the proper column using 

appropriate economic reasoning. 
• Communication:  the chart is well-organized and well-detailed; the knowledge and reasoning were 

completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Time Requirements 
• One class period 

Resources 
• US history textbooks or other sources describing 

government acts and economic developments in 
US history 

• History web-sites 
• Social Science Rubric 
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