
DEFENDING POLITICAL POSITIONS 
 

Performance Standard 14D.I 
 
Present an argument in support of or against the position taken on an issue by an author of an article accordingly: 
• Knowledge: Identify and describe the author’s thesis on a political issue and support for his/her position. 
• Reasoning: Critique the author’s position on the issue and organize an argument in favor of or against his/her 

position. 
• Communication: Write a critique and make a presentation that are well-focused, well-organized and well-

detailed; express all ideas in a way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand the roles and influences of individuals and interest groups in the political systems of 

Illinois, the United States, and other nations (14D), students should experience sufficient learning 
opportunities to develop the following skills: 
• Critique positions on political issues. 
• Defend a position on a political issue related to current events or national policies. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work.  
Present the basic elements of critiquing an article to the class: description of the author’s thesis (main point); 
description of the author’s support for the thesis; critic’s (student’s) position in favor of or against the author’s 
position. 

3. Provide students a selection of articles related to issues of national importance.  Have each student read one 
article for homework.  (Students should become thoroughly familiar with the author’s position and support for 
the position.)  Review the student’s choice of article to verify it addresses a national issue or policy. 

4. Ask each student to write a critique of the article as follows: 
• Describe the main point of the author’s thesis (position). 
• Describe the support the author advances (argues) for his/her position. 
• Write an argument in support of or against the author’s position on the issue. 

5. Ask each student to present his/her critique and pro/con position (3 – 5 minutes). 
6. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 

performance level: 
• Knowledge: The description of the author’s main thesis (position) and support for the position was 

complete and accurate. 
• Reasoning: The analysis of the author’s position and the argument supporting or against the author’s 

position was thorough, objective, and well-reasoned. 
• Communication: The critique and presentation were well-focused, well-organized, and well-detailed; the 

knowledge and reasoning were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• Two to three class periods 

Resources 
• Magazines 
• Newspaper editorials 
• Journals 
• Social Science Rubric 

ASSESSMENT 14D.I 



DHELLWIG
"Meets"



DHELLWIG
"Exceeds"
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