PUBLIC POLICY AND THE GOVERNMENT

Performance Standard 14A.1

Report an analysis of the pros and cons of the environmental “self-audit” policy in terms of its impacts accordingly:

Knowledge: Define and describe the elements of the environmental “self-audit” policy and current issues
concerning the environment.

Reasoning: Analyze the pros and cons of the “ self-audit” policy in terms of itsimpact on public policies and the
environment.

Communication: Produce a 150 — 200 word essay or a 5-dide computer-generated display that are well-focused,
well-organized and well-detailed; express all ideasin away that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning
processes.

Procedures

1.

In order to understand and explain basic principles of the United States government (14A) ,students should

experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following skills:

e Anayzethe pros and cons of public policies.

e Anayze how public policy issues are influenced by government actions (e.g., transportation, the
environment).

Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work.

Have students research the elements and requirements of the environmental “self-audit” policy, taking notes

especialy on how it impacts (positively or negatively) other environmental public policies and the environment

itself. Students should also research articles on the self-audit policy and become aware of the elements of other

national and state environmental policies. (The purpose of the “ self-audit” policy isto enhance the protection of

human health and the environment by encouraging regulated entities to voluntarily discover, promptly disclose,

and expeditioudly correct violations of federal environmental requirements.)

Ask each student to write a 150 — 200 word essay or a 5-slide, computer-generated display (e.g., Power Point)

asfollows:

e Include the pros and cons of the "self-audit" environmental policy.

e Include aprediction of the impact of the "self-audit" policy on the national environment.

Evaluate each student’ s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the

performance level:

o Knowledge: The descriptions of environmental issues and the requirements of the “ self-audit” policy were
complete and accurate.

e Reasoning: The analysis of the pros and cons of the “ self-audit” policy and its impacts on other
environmental policies and the environment was thorough, objective and balanced.

e Communication: The essay contained at least 150 - 200 words or the 5-dlide display were well-focused,
well-organized, and well-detailed; the knowledge and reasoning were completely and effectively
communi cated.

Examples of Student Work follow Resour ces

e Information from environmental and various
news sources regarding Colorado and other
states' experiences with the "salf-audit"

Time Requirements policy

Two class periods e Internet accessto "self-audit" policy
documents
e Socia Science Rubric

ASSESSMENT 14A.1
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