
CULTURAL EXCHANGE 
 

Performance Standard 18C.H 
 

Write about two examples of cultural exchange accordingly: 
• Knowledge: Identify two examples of cultural exchange, one that took place before 1900, the other after 1900. 
• Reasoning: Analyze the diffusion of goods or ideas in each cultural exchange and evaluate how it changed each 

culture. 
• Communication: Write a 250-word essay that is well-focused, well-organized, and well-detailed; express all 

ideas in a way that provide evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand how social systems form and develop over time (18C), students should experience 

sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following skills: 
• Define cultural exchange and provide examples of cultural exchange between two groups. 
• Identify cultural traits (i.e., individual tool, act, or belief that is related to a particular situation or need) and 

cultural diffusion (i.e., spread of cultural traits from one society to another). 
2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Have students research the information needed to write an expository essay about two examples of cultural 

exchange.  For example, when Spanish explorers brought horses to North America, it had an impact on Native 
Americans, i.e., they could travel and hunt faster and farther; changed social roles. 

4. Ask students to write a well-organized, 250-word essay with supporting detail about the researched examples, 
including: 
• What was exchanged? 
• How it changed the culture it impacted? 
• Show understanding of cultural traits and process of cultural diffusion. 
• Which cultural groups were involved? 
• Time frame of the exchange. 

5. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 
performance level: 
• Knowledge: The description of the cultural traits and cultural diffusion of two examples of cultural 

exchange was complete and accurate. 
• Reasoning: The analysis of the diffusion in each cultural exchange and evaluation of how it changed the 

culture were thorough and correct. 
• Communication: The essay had 250 words and was well-focused, well-organized, and well-detailed; 

knowledge and reasoning were accurately and effectively communicated in the essay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• Three class periods: one for brainstorming, one 

for research, one for essay writing 

Resources 
Sources of information (primary and secondary) 
that include information about topics that served 
as the impetus for cultural diffusion 

• 

• Social Science Rubric 
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