
GLOBALIZATION 
 

Performance Standard 18A.H 
 

Write a five-paragraph essay describing the characteristics of each of three global communities accordingly: 
• Knowledge: Define and describe the characteristics of the global communities. 
• Reasoning: Identify and logically organize all relevant information to place each example in each of Stark’s 

three categories (i.e., communication, economy and culture). 
• Communication: Produce three paragraphs that are well-focused, well-organized, and well-detailed; express all 

ideas in a way that provide evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes; explain how the examples can be 
considered in definitions of global communities. 

 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to compare characteristics of culture as reflected in language, literature, the arts, traditions, and 

institutions (18A), students should experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following skills: 
• Define the concept of the global community. 
• Analyze characteristics of global communities using Stark’s three categories: communication, economy, 

and culture/community (R. Stark, Sociology, Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Co., pp. 490-492). 
2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Ask students to write a five-paragraph essay which includes an introduction, conclusion, and three content 

paragraphs.  Each content paragraph should give one example of each of Stark’s categories: global 
communication, global economy, global culture (community).  Each paragraph should state the category and 
explain how the example can be considered in a definition of a global community.  Note: providing examples of 
global culture/community could be more difficult for students. Students may argue that these examples (e.g., 
transmitting fashion, sports, or music from culture to culture) are superficial (Stark, p. 492, 1998) when 
compared to such social characteristics as religion. 

4. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 
performance level: 
• Knowledge: The descriptions of the three global communities were accurate and complete. 
• Reasoning: The identification and classification of the three global communities examples using Stark’s 

classifications was correct: examples of global communication are Internet, e-mail and television; examples 
of global economic activity are McDonald’s restaurants and IBM branch offices worldwide, and examples 
of global culture (community) are transmitting fashion, sports, or music from culture to culture. 

• Communication: The paragraphs were well-focused, well-organized and well-detailed; knowledge and 
reasoning were accurately and effectively communicated in the five paragraphs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• Two class periods 

Resources 
• Copies of pages 490-492 (Stark, R., Sociology, 

Belmont, CA.: Wadsworth Publishing Company, 
1998) 

• Social Science Rubric 
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