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Performance Standard 16A.H 
 
Write an expository essay on river transportation in the United States from the late 1700s through the middle 1800s 
accordingly: 
• Knowledge: Describe flatboats and steamboats, their beginnings and innovations, how they moved through 

water, the kinds of products they transported, and their advantages and disadvantages. 
• Reasoning: Analyze and describe the effects of river transportation on the nation’s economy (e.g., opening 

western territories and markets) and the environment of river valleys. 
• Communication: Produce a one- to two-page, expository essay that is well-focused, well-organized, and well-

detailed; express all ideas in a way that provide evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to apply the skills of historical analysis and interpretation (16A), students should experience 

sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following skills: 
• Describe the development of trade (particularly river transportation) in the United States from the late 

1700s through the middle of the 1800s. 
• Assess the value of posed and candid photographs as primary sources (i.e, examine transparencies and/or 

historical drawings depicting forms of river transportation). 
• Write an expository essay using descriptive and analytical information. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work.  
Tell students they will be asked to combine their knowledge from the unit of study with information gathered 
from the photographs in order to create an essay. 

3. Ask students to write a one- to two-page, three-part expository essay on river transportation between the late 
1700s and the mid-1800s.  The essay must address the following questions (suggested order): 
(A) Description of River Transportation 

(1) Beginnings and innovations of river transportation 
(2) What did flatboats and steamboats look like? 
(3) How did they move through water? 
(4) What kind of products did they transport? 

(B) Effects of Expanding River Transportation on the Nation’s Economy 
(1) How did flatboats and steamboats work together to open up the new Western territories? 
(2) How did the steamboat impact the United States economy? 
(3) How was the steamboat instrumental in opening western markets to trade with eastern port regions? 

(C) Effects of River Transportation on the Environment 
(1) What impact did the introduction of steamboat transportation have on the natural environment of river valleys in 

the United States? 
(2) Why might this impact have seemed insignificant in the early part of the 1800s? 

4. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 
performance level: 
• Knowledge: The description of flatboats and steamboats, their beginnings and innovations, how they moved 

through water, the kinds of products they transported, and their advantages and disadvantages were 
complete and correct. 

• Reasoning: The analysis and description of the effects of river transportation on the nation’s economy and 
the environment of river valleys. 

• Communication: The essay was well-focused, well-organized, and effective; knowledge and reasoning 
were accurately and effectively communicated in the essay. 

 
Resources Examples of Student Work follow

 Textbook references/information on the topic • 
•  Transparencies depicting river transportation 

 • Social Science Rubric 
Time Requirements  
• Two class periods 
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