
ASSESSMENT 17D.G 

NATURAL DISASTERS 
 
Performance Standard 17D.G 
 
Write a one-page essay describing the effects of river flooding on people and property, and explain at least three 
ways that humans have attempted to adapt to the flooding of rivers in modern times accordingly: 
• Knowledge:  identify ways people have attempted to adapt to the flooding of rivers; 
• Reasoning:  explain the effects of flooding on people and property; and  
• Communication:  write a summary that is well-organized, well-focused and well-detailed; express all ideas in a 

way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand the historical significance of geography (17D), students should experience sufficient 

learning opportunities to develop the following: 
• Describe instances of how places can be changed or destroyed as a result of natural processes. 
• Describe how humans have adapted to environmental changes caused by natural processes. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Allow students to surf the web to learn about natural disasters.  For example, using an appropriate search engine 

(such as google.com), students can look under "weather related natural disasters" to learn about the effects of 
previous natural disasters related to weather.  Or students can search earthquakes, volcanoes, etc. to learn how 
these natural disasters have affected people and places in the past.  If surfing the web is not an option for your 
students, then appropriate reading materials should be made available for students to study.  A general class 
discussion should follow student research on the web or after completion of the readings provided.   

4. Have students write a one page essay, describing how people and property have been affected by flooding along 
rivers in the past. 

5. Have students write a second paragraph listing and explaining at least three ways that people have attempted to 
adapt to flooding along rivers in the past. 

6. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 
performance level: 
• Knowledge:  the identification of the ways people have attempted to adapt to flooding along rivers is 

complete and accurate. 
• Reasoning:  the effects of flooding on people and property are logical and well-reasoned. 
• Communication:  the writing is well-organized, well-focused and well-detailed; the knowledge and 

reasoning were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• One class period 
 
 

Resources 
• Writing pad 
• Pen or pencil 
• Social Science Rubric 
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