
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION TIMELINE 
 

Performance Standard 16EW.G 
 
Create timelines and write an essay on major achievements in transportation and communication since 1500 C.E. 
accordingly: 
• Knowledge: Describe the developments and breakthroughs of transportation and communication networks since 

1500CE.  
• Reasoning: Analyze and explain the significance of the advancements in transportation and communication. 
• Communication: Produce a transportation timeline and a communication timeline that are well-focused, well-

organized and well-detailed; express all ideas in a way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning 
processes. 

 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand Illinois, United States, and world environmental history (16E), students should 

experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following skills: 
• Describe the development of transportation and communication networks since 1500CE. 
• Explain how these developments affected environmental history. 
Note:  Have student individually or in small groups research a list of transportation and communication 
breakthroughs. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Ask each student to create two timelines for developments/breakthroughs: one for transportation and another for 

communication.  Student should place the items in chronological order at the proper place on the timeline with a 
small annotation for each item explaining its significance.  

4. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 
performance level: 
• Knowledge: The descriptions (entries on timelines) of the developments and breakthroughs in 

transportation and communication networks since 1500 C.E. were complete and correct. 
• Reasoning: The explanations (annotations on timelines) of the significance of the advancements in 

transportation and communication. 
• Communication: The timelines were well-focused, well-organized, and well-detailed; the knowledge and 

reasoning were communicated completely and effectively. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• Two to three class periods 

Resources 
• Print and/or electronic source material 
• 8 ½ x14 legal paper 
• Colored pencils or markers 
• Social Science Rubric 
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