
NATIVE AMERICAN RESEARCH 
 

Performance Standard 16EUS.G  
 
Create a chart describing a particular Native American tribe accordingly: 
• Knowledge: Describe religious life and traditions, history, basic economic structures, and geographic locations 

and environmental conditions in which they lived. 
• Reasoning: Explain how these factors affected economic and social developments of the tribe. 
• Communication: Create a chart that is well-focused, well-organized and well-detailed; express all ideas in a way 

that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand Illinois, United States, and world environmental history (16E), students should 

experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following skills: 
• Describe religious life, traditions, history, basic economic structures, geographic locations, and 

environmental conditions of Native American tribes. 
• Explain how these factors affected economic and social developments of a specific cultural group after 

1500. 
Note:  Have students complete an introductory unit of study on the Native American experience.  Much of this 
information will be historical in nature because many tribes no longer exist. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Have each student choose a Native American tribe from a list of tribes from the Internet, school, or local library, 

and locate relevant information. 
4. Ask students to gather information on the following four topics while using at least two sources: 

• Geographic locations and environmental conditions in which they lived, both past and present, 
• History of the tribe, 
• Basic economic structures of the tribe (how they survived), and 
• Religious life and traditions of the tribe. 

5. Ask students to complete a four-section chart (e.g., 8-1/2” x 11” paper folded in 4’s) to display the information 
they gathered.  This information must be presented in both written form and graphic form, including the use of 
drawings, charts, maps, etc.  The written part should include labeling of drawings, phrases, or sentences as long 
as sufficient detail is used to describe and explain the four topics. 

6. Ask students to cite the two sources in which they found the information.   
7. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 

performance level: 
• Knowledge: The descriptions of the four factors were complete, correct, and documented. 
• Reasoning: The explanations of how the four factors affected social and economic development of the tribe 

were thorough and accurate. 
• Communication: The graphics and writing on the chart were well-focused, well-organized, and well-

detailed; the knowledge and reasoning were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 

Resources Examples of Student Work follow 
 •  Copies of the “Native American Research” task 

sheets  
 • Books, articles, reference materials, web sites, 

etc. from which to draw information Time Requirements 
• Two to three class periods • Colored pencils, markers, construction paper (or 

other selected items that the teacher wants to 
make available) to be used on the form for the 
presentation of findings 

• Social Science Rubric 
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Fill out the information below for the books that you used to complete this assignment: 
 
Title:  
 
 
Author: 
 
 
 
Publisher:  
 
 
 
Copyright Date:  
 
 
 
Title: 
 
 
 
Author: 
 
 
 
Publisher: 
 
 
 
Copyright Date: 
 
 
 
 
List of Possible Tribes: 
 
Creek Cheyenne Shawnee 
Dakota (or Sioux) Algonquin Crow 
Aztec Arawak Blackfoot 
Miami Apache Navajo 
Potowatomi Mayan Zuni 
Pequot Pueblo Choctaw 
Iroquois Illinois  Cree 
Eskimo Seminole Nez Perce 
Powhatan Mandan Inca 
Hopi Chippewa (or Ojibway) 
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