
ASSESSMENT (15A/15B/15C).G 

LITA THE LAMP LIGHTER 
 
Performance Standard (15A/15B/15C).G 
 
Create fictional scenarios of individuals acting as consumers and producers and then analyze the behavior 
accordingly: 
• Knowledge:  identify instances when people act as consumers and producers; 
• Reasoning:  explain the action of consumers and producers and appropriate responses to price changes; and 
• Communication:  write a story that is well-organized, well-focused and well-detailed; express all ideas in a way 

that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand economic systems, with an emphasis on the United States (15A), understand that 

scarcity necessitates choices by consumers (15B), and understand that scarcity necessitates choices by 
producers (15C), students should experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following: 
• Identify times when students or adults are consumers and when students or adults are producers, 
• Explain why people are both consumers and producers, and 
• Analyze how changes in price affect producer behavior. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Students need to be taught or review the concepts of consumers and producers and how prices will impact their 

behavior.   
4. Have students create a fictional character with a strange job and equally strange name that is includes the job.  

Examples would be Lita the Lamplighter or Casey the Suitcase Fixer.  The job must be legal and morally 
acceptable. 

5. Have students write a brief story about the person at work that includes a description of the skills and tools 
needed for the job.  During the story, the character acts at times as a producer and at other times as a consumer. 
During the story the character should appropriately respond as a producer to a sharp increase or decrease in the 
price of what he or she produces. 

6. At the conclusion of the story the student will identify one example of the character acting as a consumer and 
one example of the character acting as a producer.  The student should explain why the character acted as he or 
she did in response to the price change. 

7. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 
performance level: 
• Knowledge:  the identification of instances of the character acting as a consumer and producer is complete 

and accurate. 
• Reasoning:  the explanation of ways to respond to price changes are appropriate, logical and well-reasoned. 
• Communication:  the story is well-organized, well-focused, and well-detailed; the knowledge and reasoning 

were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• One class period for writing 

Resources 
• Economics textbook or similar source for basic 

Economics 
• Social Science Rubric 
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