
DENYING CIVIL RIGHTS 
 

Performance Standard 14F.G 
 
Write an essay about and debate the right of the government to limit our Constitutional rights accordingly: 
• Knowledge: Describe the principles and tenets of the due process clause of the fifth Amendment and the equal 

protection clause of the fourteenth Amendment. 
• Reasoning: Analyze and evaluate the right of the government to limit Constitutional rights of Japanese-

Americans during World War II. 
• Communication: Present and defend a position in an essay and a debate that is well-focused, cogent, and 

logical; express all ideas in a way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand the development of United States political ideas and traditions (14F), students should 

experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following skills: 
• Analyze the causes and effects of when national interests have called for the limitation or restriction of civil 

rights (e.g., internment of Japanese Americans during World War II). 
• Present a position on the limitation or restriction of civil rights. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Ask students to read the passages from The Salvage and other readings on the Japanese-American internment 

during World War II.  They may read additional material as they develop their position regarding the question.     
4. (Option 1)  Ask each student to write a two-page position paper that will address the question: “Does the 

government have the right to limit or restrict our Constitutional rights?” 
5. (Option 2) Have students conduct the debate on the same question, using the format in the “Debate Procedures” 

task sheet.   
6. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 

performance level: 
• Knowledge: The description and references to the principles and tenets of the due process clause of the 5th 

Amendment and the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment were complete and accurate. 
• Reasoning: The explanations and arguments for or against the government’s right to limit Constitutional 

rights were thorough and well-reasoned. 
• Communication: The written essay and the delivery in the debate were well-focused, cogent, and logical; 

the knowledge and reasoning were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources Examples of Student Work follow 
 •  Resource material for background information 

regarding the question  
• The Salvage  

Time Requirements • “Debate Procedures” task sheet (optional) 
• Three class periods • Social Science Rubric 

 

ASSESSMENT 14F.G 



Debate Procedures 
 
1. Opening Round 

a. Side One speaks first. 
 
 

b. Side Two speaks second. 
 
2. Cross Examination 

a. Side One speaker questions Side Two speaker. 
 
 

b. Side Two speaker questions Side One speaker. 
 
 
3. Rebuttal 

a. The Side One speaker summarizes the argument and re-states the major criticisms of 
Side Two position. 

 
 

b. The Side Two speaker summarizes the argument and re-states the major criticisms of the 
Side One position. 
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