
ASSESSMENT 14A.G 

LIMITED GOVERNMENT – DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
 
Performance Standard 14A.G 
 
Create a display illustrating the principles of limited government as outlined in the Declaration of Independence 
accordingly: 
• Knowledge:  identify the principles of limited government found the Declaration of Independence; 
• Reasoning:  analyze the principles limit government; and 
• Communication:  create a display and write an explanation that is well-organized, well-focused and well-

detailed; express all ideas in a way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand and explain the basic principles of the United States government (14A), students 

should experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following: 
• Identify the rights and principles of limited government found within the Declaration of Independence. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Discuss with the class the general characteristics of a limited government as opposed to those of a despotic 

government.   
4. Using a copy of the Declaration of Independence, students will identify the principles of limited government as 

written by Thomas Jefferson.  (this can be done individually or in groups) 
5. Have students individually prepare a display of the principles of limited government they discovered in the 

Declaration of Independence.  The display may be paper or electronic. 
6. Have the students give a short summary of how the principles they identify on the display helps to limit 

government. 
7. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 

performance level: 
• Knowledge: the identification of the principles of limited government within the Declaration of 

Independence is complete and accurate. 
• Reasoning:  the explanation of the principles of limited government is logical and well-reasoned. 
• Communication:  the display and summaries are well-organized, well-focused and well-detailed; the 

knowledge and reasoning were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• Two or three fifty minute class periods 

Resources 
• Copies of the Declaration of Independence 
• Poster board 
• Colored pencils or markers 
• Computer access 
• Social Science Rubric 
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