
ASSESSMENT 15E.F 

TAXES! 
 
Performance Standard 15E.F 
 
Create a chart comparing the primary taxes accordingly: 
• Knowledge:  identify the people who pay the tax, the determination of the amount of tax, and the government 

that uses the tax; 
• Reasoning:  compare the information for each primary tax; and 
• Communication:  create a chart that is well-organized and well-detailed; express all ideas in a way that provides 

evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand the impact of government policies and decisions on production and consumption in 

the economy (15E), students should experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following: 
• Describe the differences between income tax, sales tax, and property tax. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Students need to be taught the various taxes that are used by government and how each works.   
4. Each student sets up a chart on taxes with income tax, sales tax, and property tax down the left side. 
5. The student then creates the following three columns: 

• Who is taxed? 
• How is amount of tax determined? 
• What level of government uses the tax? 
• An explanation should be given for each of the above  

6. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 
performance level: 
• Knowledge:  the identification of who is taxed, how is the amount of tax determined and what level of 

government uses the tax is complete and accurate for each of the taxes listed. 
• Reasoning:  the comparison of supporting information on the chart about the various taxes is logical. 
• Communication:  the chart is well-organized and well-detailed; the knowledge and reasoning were 

completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• One 50-minute period 

Resources 
• Information of major taxes 
• Social Science Rubric 
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