
NEW TECHNOLOGIES 
 

Performance Standard 15D.F 
 
Create a poster and write an essay showing how and why technology changes over time accordingly: 
• Knowledge: Describe changes in one kind of technology over three time periods: past, present, and future. 
• Reasoning: Analyze the evolution of change in the technology and project a future generation of that 

technology. 
• Communication: Create a poster and write an essay that is well-focused, well-organized and well-detailed; 

express all ideas in a way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand trade as an exchange of goods or services (15D), students should experience sufficient 

learning opportunities to develop the following skills: 
• Define technology, explain how it changes. 
• Identify technologies that did not exist in the past and might be invented in the future. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Have each student prepare a poster that will illustrate the evolution of one kind of technology (i.e., past, present 

and future).  Students should complete the following steps: 
• Research various technologies in newspaper advertising supplements, catalogs, and other sources of 

information.  (Optional:  They should look for new technology that did not exist as marketable products 
prior to their birth.)  Students should verify whether the technology they selected is really new.  Students 
must take notes or keep records on the information and sources that support the newness of the selected 
technology.  

• Identify an earlier generation of the selected technology or an older variation of the same technology (e.g., 
54” inch screen TV preceded by the 19” inch TV). 

• Imagine another generation of technology that may someday replace or enhance the technology of the 
present.  

• Draw or paste cut out pictures of the three generations of the technology on a poster.  Each picture should 
be accompanied by a title and brief explanation of how the technology differs from the other generations of  
that technology. 

4. Ask students to write an essay to explain how the technology changed over time and why each generation is an 
improvement over the preceding generation. 

5. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 
performance level: 
• Knowledge: The description of the changes in one technology was complete and correct. 
• Reasoning: The explanations of how and why the technology changed and will change were thorough and 

accurate. 
• Communication: The poster and the written explanation was well-focused, well-organized, and well-

detailed; the knowledge and reasoning were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• Two to four class periods 

Resources 
• Sunday newspaper advertising supplements, 

catalogs, and other sources of information on 
new products 

• Poster materials 
• Social Science Rubric 
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