
ASSESSMENT 15D.E 

WHERE IT CAME FROM 
 
Performance Standard 15D.E 
 
Survey the classroom and determine the relative amount of items produced in the United States and produced in 
other nations accordingly: 
• Knowledge:  identify products that were made in other countries as well as in the United States; 
• Reasoning:  analyze what would change if the United States did not trade with other nations; and 
• Communication:  write a prediction that is well-organized and well-detailed; express all ideas in a way that 

provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand trade as an exchange of goods or services (15D), students should experience sufficient 

learning opportunities to develop the following: 
• Predict how people’s lives would be different if they did not trade with others for goods and services they 

use. 
2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Students need to be taught about trade between the United States and other nations.  Students need to be taught 

that trade results in greater variety and lower price for the consumer.  To the extent that needed information is 
available on items themselves, students should label most things in the classroom including student outer 
clothing and footwear with a “Post It” type note that states the name of the nation that produced the item.  

4. Each student will tabulate the number of products from each nation represented from the “Post It” activity. 
5. Have the students develop a pie chart from the information. 
6. Have students predict how his or her life would be different if there were not trade with others for goods and 

services. 
7. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 

performance level: 
• Knowledge:  the identification of product and the countries they came from is complete and accurate. 
• Reasoning:  the analysis in the prediction, demonstrates awareness that common items might not disappear 

but instead there would be less variety and higher prices in a logical manner and is logical and well-
reasoned. 

• Communication:  the writing is well-organized and well-detailed; the knowledge and reasoning were 
completely and effectively communicated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• One 50-minute period 

Resources 
• Information on the nation of origin for most 

items in the classroom. 
• Social Science Rubric 
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