
METHODS OF COMMUNICATION 
 

Performance Standard 14D.E 
 
Rank methods of communication in terms of effectiveness accordingly:  
• Knowledge: Identify and describe at least five methods of communication. 
• Reasoning: Rank the methods of communication from most important to least important in terms of the 

student’s analysis of its effectiveness. 
• Communication: Produce chart and explanation that are well-organized and well-detailed; express all ideas in a 

way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand the roles and influences of individuals and interest groups in the political systems of 

Illinois, the United States, and other nations (14D), students should experience sufficient learning 
opportunities to develop the following skill: 
• Identify and determine the effectiveness of various methods of communication. 
• Construct a chart or poster that illustrates the various methods and venues through which individuals, 

groups, and the media communicate with the public. 
2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Have students research information about each of the methods of communication, taking notes as to the nature 

and effectiveness of the communication. 
4. Ask each student to construct a chart or poster as follows and label it "Methods of Communication:" 

• Draw or cut out pictures of each method of communication. 
• Paste the pictures on the chart in rank order of effectiveness starting with the most important. 
• Write a brief explanation of the way the items' effectiveness was determined and why they were ranked in 

the order on the poster. 
5. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 

performance level: 
• Knowledge: The identification and description of five or more methods of communication were complete 

and accurate. 
• Reasoning: The explanation for determining effectiveness and ranking the methods' effectiveness was 

thorough and accurate. 
• Communication: The chart and the explanation were well-focused, well-organized, and well-detailed; the 

knowledge and reasoning were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• Two to three class periods 

Resources 
• Encyclopedias, reference books, Internet, and 

direct communication with local politicians, 
media, and speakers 

• Poster board 
• Colored pencils or markers 
• Social Science Rubric 
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