
CIVIC PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

Performance Standard 14A.E 
 
Categorize activities of adults and students as civic responsibilities, personal responsibilities, or both accordingly: 
• Knowledge: Identify and describe civic and personal responsibilities of students and adults. 
• Reasoning: Categorize activities of adults and students as civic responsibilities, personal responsibilities, or 

both. 
• Communication: Make a Venn diagram and write an explanation that is well-focused, well-organized and well-

detailed; express all ideas in a way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand and explain basic principles of the United States government (14A), students should 

experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following skills: 
• Give examples of civic and personal responsibilities of students and adults. 
• Classify people's responsibilities as personal, civic or both. 
Note:  Have students brainstorm possible civic and personal responsibilities for adults and students. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Have students research civic and personal responsibilities, using newspapers and other local news sources. 
4. Ask each student to complete a Venn diagram that shows the three categories of responsibilities as follows:  

• Label one side of the diagram PERSONAL, one side CIVIC and the overlap in the middle BOTH. 
• Label each of the responsibilities "S" for student and "A" for adult. 
• Create a text box to accompany the Venn diagram; in it write a short explanation for their classification of 

the responsibilities as civic or personal. 
5. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 

performance level: 
• Knowledge: the identification and description of student and adult civic and personal responsibilities were 

complete and accurate. 
• Reasoning: the categorization of responsibilities as student or adult and civic, personal or both was 

thorough and accurate. 
• Communication: the Venn diagram and the explanation were well-focused, well-organized, and well-

detailed; the knowledge and reasoning were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow •  Resources 

 •  Newspapers and other local news resources 
 • Preprinted Venn diagram, with adult and student 

key  
Time Requirements • 9 x 16 construction paper 
• One class period  • Markers 

• Glue 
• Social Science Rubric 
 

ASSESSMENT 14A.E 



ASSESSMENT 14A.E 
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A = Adult 
S  = Student 
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