
ASSESSMENT (16DU/18A).D 

CHANGING ROLES OF CHILDREN 
 
Performance Standard (16DUS/18A).D 
 
Write a paper comparing and contrasting the lives of children in the past with children’s lives today accordingly: 
• Knowledge: identify the changing role of children in our culture over time; 
• Reasoning: analyze the photos/pictures to make comparisons between the roles of children in the present and 

the past; 
• Communication: write a paper that compares the lives of children in our culture from the past to the present; 

express all ideas in a way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand Illinois, United States, and world social history (16D), and compare characteristics of 

culture as reflected in language, literature, the arts, traditions, and institutions (18A), students should 
experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following: 
• Locate examples/stories of the changing roles of people over time, and 
• Identify changes in cultural traits over time. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Discuss what children’s lives might have been like in the past (e.g., education vs. jobs and why students had to 

go to work, kinds of jobs they performed, work hours, hourly wage and where the money earned went). 
4. Have students study historical photos and/or pictures depicting the lives of children in the past. 
5. Have students analyze the photos by answering a series of questions; record the responses on chart paper: 

• What do you see in the photo? 
• How are the children dressed? 
• What are the children doing? 
• Can you tell where the children are? 
• How do the children compare to you? (same/different) 

6. Have students write a summary comparing and contrasting the lives of the children in the photos with children’s 
lives today. Students may complete a graphic organizer (e.g. T-chart, Venn Diagram, etc.) to show likenesses 
and differences as a pre-writing assignment, or use the answers to the series of questions previously recorded on 
chart paper. 

7. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 
performance level: 
• Knowledge: the identification of the changing role of children in our culture over time was complete and 

accurate; 
• Reasoning: the analysis of the pictures and the written comparison were logical and accurate; 
• Communication: the written comparison was well-organized and well-detailed; the knowledge and 

reasoning were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• Two forty minute periods 

Resources 
• Photos/pictures of children during the past 

century 
• Web sites 

www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/childlabor  
http://nuevaxschool.org/~debbie/library/cur/20c/t
urn/artifacts  

• List of questions to analyze the photos 
• Chart paper 
• Graphic organizer (optional) 
• Paper and pen or pencil 
• Social Science Rubric 
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