
ASSESSMENT14E.D 

UNITED NATIONS 
 
Performance Standard 14E.D 
 
Write a brief paragraph describing the goals and objectives of the United Nations and include an explanation as to 
why the United States is a member accordingly: 
• Knowledge:  identify the main purpose of the United Nations; 
• Reasoning:  explain why the United States benefits by membership in the organization; and 
• Communication:  write a paragraph that is well-organized, well-focused and well-detailed; express all ideas in a 

way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedure 
 
1. In order to understand United States foreign policy as it relates to other nations and international issues 

(14E), students should experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following: 
• Name an international organization of which the United States is a member (e.g., United Nations) 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. The students should study information about the United Nations and why it benefits a nation to be a member.   
4. Have students read or discuss general information about the United Nations. 
5. Have students write a paragraph explaining the basic purpose of the United Nations.  In the paragraph the 

students will describe how the United States benefits from involvement in the United Nations. 
6. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 

performance level: 
• Knowledge:  identification of the purpose of the United Nations is complete and accurate. 
• Reasoning:  the analysis of the purpose of the United Nations and explanation of why the United States 

benefits from membership is well-reasoned and logical. 
• Communication:  the writing is well-organized, well-focused and well-detailed; the knowledge and 

reasoning were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirement 
• One class period  

Resources 
• Information regarding the United Nations from 

newspapers, magazines, encyclopedias, Internet. 
• Social Science Rubric 
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