
ASSESSMENT (14A/14F/16BUS).D 

SYMBOL IDENTIFICATION AND INTERPRETATION 
 
Performance Standard (14A/14F/16BUS).D 
 
After reviewing three images portraying patriotic American symbols students will identify the relevant symbol and 
how it relates to the ideals in the Declaration of Independence and United States Constitution accordingly: 
• Knowledge:  describe the basic ideals in the United States Constitution and the Declaration of Independence; 
• Reasoning:  explain how the symbols illustrate the ideals in the Declaration and Constitution; and 
• Communication:  write an essay that is well-organized, well-focused and well-detailed; express all ideas in a 

way that provides evidence of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand and explain basic principles of the United States government (14A), understand the 

development of United States political ideas and traditions (14F), and understand the development of 
significant political events (16BUS), students should experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop 
the following: 
• Describe the purpose of the Declaration of Independence, and the Illinois and United States Constitutions, 
• Explain the significance of political symbols and mottoes of the United States (e.g., E Pluribus Unum, the 

flag, the Statue of Liberty, the bald eagle, the Great Seal, oaths of office), and 
• Interpret the symbolism of the images/icons found on historical memorials, murals, or monuments. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. The instructor will discuss with the students several of the significant ideals in the Declaration of Independence 

and United States Constitution.  Among these ideas are liberty, civil rights, respect for minority rights, etc.   
4. Lead the students in a discussion of the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence and the United States 

Constitution. 
5. Display three symbols of American patriotism; The Spirit of ’76 (a painting of three veterans from the 

Revolutionary War), the Statue of Liberty, and a national battlefield cemetery. 
6. Have the students describe in an essay the basic ideals (principles) of the Declaration of Independence and the 

United States Constitution and how each of the three symbols illustrate the ideals from both documents. 
7. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 

performance level: 
• Knowledge:  the description of the ideals in the Declaration of Independence and United States Constitution 

is complete and accurate. 
• Reasoning:  the explanation of how each symbol illustrates the ideals is relevant, well-reasoned and logical. 
• Communication:  the essay is well-organized, well-focused and well-detailed; the knowledge and reasoning 

were completely and effectively communicated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• One class period for discussion 
• One class period for writing 

Resources 
• Illustrations of the three symbols. 

• www.gettysburg.com  
• www.state.gov/wwwaboutstate  

• Social Science Rubric 
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