
ASSESSMENT (14E/16DU/18A).C 

CULTURAL COLLAGE 
 
PERFORMANCE STANDARD (14E/16DUS/18A).C 
 
Students define culture and collect information from home to illustrate some of their family customs and traditions 
by creating a cultural collage accordingly: 
• Knowledge:  identify cultures and traditions from another country; 
• Reasoning:  synthesize the information about the country; and 
• Communication:  create a well-detailed and organized collage; express all ideas in a way that provides evidence 

of knowledge and reasoning processes. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand foreign policy as it relates to other nations and international issues (14E), compare 

characteristics of culture as reflected in language, literature, the arts, traditions, and institutions (18A) and 
understand Illinois, United States, and world social history (16DU), students should experience sufficient 
learning opportunities to develop the following: 
• Tell about people who have come from other countries to live in the United States, 
• Define culture, and 
• Tell about the origin of a family or community tradition or custom. 

2. Have students review and discuss the assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 
3. Define and discuss the aspects of culture with students.  Site specific examples of from your background and 

ancestry.  Also give examples of well known traditions from other countries and cultures.  Start a list on chart 
paper of countries and traditions.  Have students give examples of some customs and traditions from other 
countries and add them to the list.   

4. Using the task sheet, have students discuss with family members or people they know about some of their 
traditions that originated in other countries.  Have students ask about the following: 

the countries of origin of their parents or people they know, 
any traditions that came from those countries (e.g., holiday traditions, foods, dress, etc), and  
a tradition that is still followed today. 

5. Add the new information from the students to the chart. 
6. Have the student choose some (at least two) family customs and traditions from their ancestry or from the list 

on the chart. 
7. Have the students write the name(s) of the chosen country or countries on construction paper. 
8. Have students create a color collage of drawings and/or pictures of some of the customs and traditions from 

those countries. 
9. Evaluate each student’s work using the Social Science Rubric as follows and add the scores to determine the 

performance level: 
• Knowledge:  The collage accurately portrays customs and traditions of each country. 
• Reasoning:  The collage shows a synthesis of information about the traditions and culture within the 

country or countries 
• Communication:  The collage is well-organized and well-detailed and completely and effectively 

communicates the knowledge and reasoning. 
 
Examples of Student Work follow 

 
 

 
Time Requirements 
• Two forty-minute periods plus time for students 

to gather information from home 
• Students will need to have time to gather 

information from home. 

Resources 
• 11x18” drawing paper  
• Crayons, markers or colored pencils 
• Board space or chart paper 
• My Family Traditions task sheet 
• Optional –pictures  to use as examples of 

different cultures’ customs and traditions 
• Social Science Rubric 

 



My Family Traditions 
 
Please help me answer the following questions. 
 

1. What countries did my ancestors come from? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What special traditions or customs did they bring to America? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What traditions do we still practice in our family today?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Find some pictures that show some of our family traditions or culture from magazines, photos or the 
internet. 
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