
VIVALDI’S STORMS 
 

Performance Standard Mu25B.G (music) 
 
Describe the mood and musical elements of two selections from Vivaldi’s Four Seasons – the third (presto) 
movement of “Summer” and the first movement (allegro non molto) movement of “Winter” accordingly: 
• Knowledge: Describe the artistic components of each selection (i.e. elements, principles and expressive ideas; 

tools, processes and technologies; creative processes) using appropriate concepts and terminology. 
• Communication: Write descriptions of the mood and musical elements of each selection and a comparison of 

the similarities in images and ideas in the two different seasons. 
 
Procedures 
 
1. In order to understand the similarities, distinctions and connections in and among the arts (25B),  

students should experience sufficient learning opportunities to develop the following:  
• Describe how musical elements are used to convey an idea in orchestral examples. 
• Compare and contrast two works in one art form that share similar themes or subject matter examining 

artistic components (i.e., elements, principles and expressive ideas; tools, processes and technologies; 
creative processes). 

2. Provide each student a copy of the “Vivaldi’s Storms” task sheet.  Have students review and discuss the 
assessment task and how the rubric will be used to evaluate their work. 

3. Play both excerpts from Vivaldi’s Four Seasons in which the composer depicts similar images or ideas in 
different seasons: the imitation of a summer storm in the third (presto)] movement of “Summer” and the 
imitation of a winter storm in the first (allegro non molto) movement of “Winter”.   Encourage students to take 
notes on items they want to include in their descriptions.  Play the selections a second time (or more if needed).   

4. Ask each student to describe (on the task sheet) the mood and musical elements for each excerpt and to explain 
how the images and ideas of the seasons are alike in the two different excerpts.   Encourage students to use 
specific and appropriate terms in the descriptions and the explanation and to write thorough, well-detail 
descriptions expressing complete thoughts in complete sentences. 

5. Play the selections a third time so that students can review what they have written.  
6. Evaluate each student’s work using the “Vivaldi’s Storm Rubric” as follows: 

• Knowledge: The descriptions (using appropriate concepts and terminology) of the mood and musical 
elements of both selections were accurate thorough, and well-detailed. 

• Communication: The explanation of the similarities in the two selections was accurate, thorough, and well-
detailed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources Examples of Student Work not available
•  Tape or CD of Four Seasons by Vivaldi  

 • Tape player or CD player 
 • Copies of the “Vivaldi’s Storms” task sheet  
Time Requirements • Vivaldi’s Storms Rubric 
• Two class periods  
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NAME ______________________________________________  DATE _______________________________ 
 
 

VIVALDI’S STORMS 
 

�  Exceeds =     11 - 12 total points 
�  Meets =        9 - 10 total points 
�  Approaches = 6 - 8 total points 
�  Begins =      1 - 5 total points 
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*Note: The scorin  of the descriptions and the explanation may apply quantitatively and/or qualitatively.  
Quantitatively = t umber of descriptions or similarities explained may be considered, where the higher the 

he highe the score.  Qualitatively = the quality of the descriptions or explanation may be considered 
 high q lity; 3 = moderate quality; 2 = mediocre quality; and 1 = marginal quality. 
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Student Task Sheet 
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