
Education Policy Planning Committee of the Whole 
 

June 17, 2009 
11:30 a.m. 

All open meetings will be audio cast on the Internet at:  www.isbe.net 
 
AGENDA (timeframes are estimated for planning purposes) 

 1. Roll Call 

 2. Board Member Participation by Other Means 

 3. Public Participation    11:30 – 11:45 a.m. 

 4. Minutes of the May Education Policy Planning Committee Meeting   (pp. 2-4) 

*5 Discussion of Teacher Certification Board Recommendations 11:45–11:50 a.m. (L. Tomlinson, P. Murphy) 
a. Review of Unit Accreditation   (pp. 5-7) 

1) Lewis University 
2) Trinity International University 

b. Review of Proposed New Programs   (pp. 8-10) 
1) Benedictine University 
2) University of Illinois at Chicago 

*6. Discussion of Strategic Plan Progress Report   11:50 a.m. – 12:05 p.m.  (materials to be inserted) 
 Superintendent Koch, M. Vanover, S. Morrison) 

*7. Appointee to the Department of Juvenile Justice Board of Education  (pp. 11-20)  
                                                                         (Superintendent Koch)   

 8. Committee Agenda Planning/Additional Items    (no committee meetings until September) 

 9. Committee Wrap-up – as needed (Superintendent Koch) 

10. Adjourn 

 
* Items listed with an asterisk (*) will be discussed in committee and Board action may be taken 

in the plenary session. 
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EDUCATION POLICY PLANNING COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
MINUTES 

Wednesday May 20th, 2009 
Board Room, 4th Floor 

Springfield, Illinois 
 

Members Physically Present Members Participating Via Phone
Dr. David Fields, Chair  None 
Andrea Brown 
Dean Clark  
Vinni Hall Board Members Absent
Joyce Karon None 
Lanita Koster 
Jesse Ruiz ISBE Staff
Chris Ward Superintendent Chris Koch 
 S usie Morrison 
 
 
The Education Policy Planning Committee (EPPC) meeting convened at 10:30 a.m. 
 
1. ROLL CALL: Committee Chair, Dr. David Fields started the committee meeting by noting 

that all members were present.  See above for detailed listing. 
 
2. BOARD MEMBER PARTICIPATION BY OTHER MEANS: There was no participation from 

Board members by any other means. 
 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Jenni Purdue – Illinois Caucus for Adolescent Health – Sexual 

Health Education.  Jenni Purdue spoke in support of a more diverse sexual education 
curriculum and any recommendations that were going to be given by the Student Advisory 
Council that day. 

 
Jack Wuest – Alternative Schools Network – I-Hope & Race to the Top.  Jack Wuest spoke 
about I-Hope legislation that the legislature passed and is now on the desk of the Governor.  
He thanked everyone for their help, including Darren Reisberg and Nicole Wills.  Illinois is in 
a good competitive stance in the Race to the Top funds which could potentially be $300 
million. 

 
4. MINUTES OF THE APRIL 2009 EPPC MEETING:  Dr. Hall moved to approve the minutes 

from the April, 2009 Education Policy Planning Committee Meeting.  Ms. Koster seconded, 
and the minutes passed unanimously. 

 
5. STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL FINAL REPORT & CERTIFICATE PRESENTATIONS:  

Dr. Fields welcomed the Student Advisory Council (SAC).  The SAC presented a 
PowerPoint presentation entitled:  “Sex Education:  The Real Deal.”  During this 
presentation they recommended that the board mandate Health 1 sexual education classes 
and make Health 2 classes available to students for more detailed information on sexual 
education.  The students presented a video they had produced which highlighted statistics & 
photos related to teens and sex education. 
 
The video of statistics and photos was suggested to be posted on the ISBE website, and 
that the Board refer back to the information that the SAC presented when the Board 
discusses high school reform. 
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Superintendent Koch thanked Andrea Wingo, Don Evans, Ann Muraro & Matt Vanover for 
their three years of staffing the Student Advisory Council.  He then introduced the new group 
that will step in:  Sarah McCusker & Gilbert Downey from Curriculum & Instruction and Sally 
Veach from Federal Grants & Programs. 
 
Mr. Ruiz presented certificates of appreciation to the outgoing seniors. 
 
The students updated the Board on the Dropout Summit scheduled for August 10th with 
State Farm.  They also have three meetings in June and two meetings in July with State 
Farm to prepare for the summit. 

 
6. ILLINOIS ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT (IAA) PERFORMANCE LEVEL DESCRIPTORS 

AND CUT-SCORES:  Superintendent Koch indicated that the IAA is an assessment test for 
students with significant cognitive disabilities.  ISBE recently re-tooled this assessment 
therefore the cut-scores need to be reviewed. 

 
Ms. Zurkowski spoke about the two revisions made to the IAA:   

1. The number of items per test was increased to expand coverage and increase 
content alignment.  

2) The instructions to the test administrators became more specific and prescriptive to 
increase the reliability and the validity of the assessment. 

 
The process began with a review by about 70 educators.  There were 63 cut-scores across 
all content areas.  The educators agreed with 58 of the cut-scores and recommended 
changes to 5 (2 in writing & 3 in reading).  These recommendations were presented to the 
State Testing Review Committee for standards validation.  The State Testing Review 
Committee recommends that the Board adopt the cut-scores that have been presented in 
the Board materials. 
 
There are various methods to assist administrators in administering the test, including onsite 
training workshops and training videos. 

 
7. RACE TO THE TOP FUNDS:  STATE STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT OF HUMAN 

CAPITAL:  Linda Tomlinson and Superintendent Koch discussed the development of a 
Race to the Top funding proposal that would begin July 1st.  There will be no guidance for 
the Race to the Top before this date.  There is still a question of whether this proposal will 
be submitted jointly or individually, but staff believe it will be done individually. 
 
Strategic Management of Human Capital (SMHC) has been working with the Chicago Public 
School District for a number of years causing this to be an appealing collaboration. 

 
8. DISCUSSION OF TEACHER CERTIFICATION BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Rockford College, University of St. Francis & Western Illinois University Program Approvals. 
Linda Tomlinson discussed the three programs:  Rockford College, University of St. Francis, 
& Western Illinois University all brought a new program to the Teacher Certification Board.  
All programs meet the standards required and are being recommended to move forward. 
 
Dr. Ward noted that he will be abstaining from the approval for the University of St. Francis. 
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National Louis University – Alternative Certification Program Approval 
Linda Tomlinson discussed National Louis University and noted that it was not approved by 
the Teacher Certification Board.  This is an alternative program which is under a different 
rule that have three requirements that need to be met and this program meets all three 
requirements.  Since it meets all rules and statutes, ISBE does not feel authorized to deny 
this program. 
 
Ms. Tomlinson has informed the Teacher Certification Board that their recommendation was 
taken into serious consideration; however, since this program meets the requirements we 
are recommending approval. 
 

9. COMMITTEE AGENDA PLANNING/ADDITIONAL ITEMS 
Preliminary Discussion of June Work Study – Quality School Indicator.  Susie Morrison 
discussed that this work study will allow the Board to look at both quality school and quality 
system indicators which will involve both the school and district levels.  There may be a 
panel of school administrators who are benchmarking themselves against some quality 
indicators in our state, such as:  Strategic Plan, Progress Report, State Intervention, School, 
District, and Technology Improvement plans. 

 
Dr. Brown discussed how the evaluations of these programs will help to prepare for the 
Race to the Top. 
 
Dr. Hall expressed her concern about the violence in schools and repeated her request for a 
work study on that very soon. 

 
 
10. COMMITTEE WRAP-UP:  Superintendent summarized that the Student Advisory Council 

had a presentation on Sex Education and they recommended the adoption of a sex 
education curriculum and offering all students the opportunity to have access to such 
curriculum.  There were two follow-up items on this topic:  SAC is adding site sources to the 
PowerPoint and making the presentation available on the ISBE website.  The second follow-
up is to consider and incorporate this information in future discussions about optimal high 
schools.  There was also discussion about the IAA cut-scores and the board will be acting 
on recommendations.  A Race to the Top proposal was discussed using the capital resource 
model.  Teacher Certification programs at three colleges and one alternative school program 
were discussed. 

 
11. ADJOURN:  __________ moved to adjourn the meeting.  _____________ seconded the 

motion and the meeting adjourned. 
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ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
June 17 - 18, 2009 

 
 
TO: Illinois State Board of Education 
 
FROM: Christopher A. Koch, Ed.D., State Superintendent of Education 
 Linda Tomlinson, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent 
 
Agenda Topic Action Item:  Review of Unit Accreditation 
 Lewis University 
 Trinity International University 
 
Staff Contacts: Patrick Murphy, Diane Lacopo, Phyliss Jones, Dennis Williams 
 
Purpose of Agenda Item 
 
The purpose of this agenda item is to consider the State Teacher Certification Board’s 
recommendations regarding continuing accreditation for the educational units at Lewis 
University and Trinity International University. 
 
Expected Outcome(s) of Agenda Item 
 
The State Board of Education will be asked to vote on two motions for continuing unit 
accreditation. 
 
Relationship to/Implications for the State Board’s Strategic Plan 
 
The approval of professional preparation institutions has a direct linkage to Goal 2, 
Improving Educator Quality for All Children.  Accreditation of Illinois teacher preparation 
institutions based on recognized and established standards, policies, and procedures 
ensures that the institutions prepare teachers with expertise in the discipline-specific 
content areas and that these teachers will demonstrate “best practices” and help all 
students learn. 
 
Background Information 
 
Lewis University is an established Illinois teacher preparation institution that offers 
undergraduate and graduate programs in elementary education, secondary education, 
special certification areas, and special education, as well as graduate level programs in 
reading specialist, school counseling, and two school administrative areas. 
 
In September of 2007, the State Board of Education accepted the State Teacher 
Certification Board’s recommendation that Lewis University should be assigned 
accreditation with conditions following the accreditation review visit that had been 
conducted by NCATE from October 27 to November 1, 2006.  In accordance with Section 
25.125(j)(2)(B) of ISBE’s rules, NCATE conducted a focused review of the institution from 
February 15 to 17, 2009.  The NCATE team was accompanied by a state designee who 
served as a consultant and ex officio member to ensure that the applicable Illinois 
standards, procedures, rules, and statutes were addressed (Section 25.125(j)(2)(D) of the 
rules). 
 
In accordance with Section 25.125(j)(3)(A) of the rules, the NCATE review team reviewed 
the institution’s report as to how it had addressed the areas for improvement that had 
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been cited.  As part of the on-site review, the team also reviewed extensive exhibits 
related to the citations and interviewed administrators, faculty, support personnel, 
undergraduate program candidates, and members of the K-12 community who participate 
in the preparation of candidates and decision-making processes of the educational unit.  
The team forwarded to the State Teacher Certification Board a report indicating that the 
conditions cited in the fall of 2006 had been satisfied and all standards had been met. 
 
On Friday, June 5, 2009, the State Teacher Certification Board conducted its review of the 
team’s report and the institution’s supporting documentation as called for in Section 
25.125(j)(3)(B) of the rules.  The Certification Board determined that Lewis University had 
met the six standards stated in NCATE Unit Standards Edition 2002 with no new areas for 
improvement identified.  The State Teacher Certification Board therefore voted to 
recommend continuing accreditation of this educational unit by the State Board of 
Education. 
 
 
Trinity International University is an established Illinois teacher preparation institution 
that offers undergraduate and graduate programs in elementary education and secondary 
education, as well as a graduate program in school administration. 
 
In December of 2006, the State Board of Education accepted the State Teacher 
Certification Board’s recommendation that Trinity International University should be 
assigned accreditation with conditions following the accreditation review visit that had 
been conducted by a state review team from February 25 to March 1, 2006.  In 
accordance with Section 25.125(j)(2)(B) of ISBE’s rules, a state team conducted a 
focused review of the institution from March 22 to 24, 2009.  The review team was 
accompanied by a designee appointed by the State Superintendent, who served as a 
consultant and ex officio member to ensure that the applicable Illinois standards, 
procedures, rules, and statutes were addressed (Section 25.125(j)(2)(D) of the rules). 
 
In accordance with Section 25.125(j)(3)(A) of the administrative rules, the review team 
reviewed the institution’s report as to how it had addressed the areas for improvement that 
had been cited.  As part of the on-site review, the team also reviewed extensive exhibits 
related to the citations and interviewed administrators, faculty, support personnel, 
undergraduate program candidates, and members of the K-12 community who participate 
in the preparation of candidates and decision-making processes of the educational unit.  
The team forwarded to the State Teacher Certification Board a report indicating that the 
conditions cited in the spring of 2006 had been satisfied and all standards had been met.  
 
On Friday, June 5, 2009, the State Teacher Certification Board conducted its review of the 
team’s report and the institution’s supporting documentation as called for in Section 
25.125(j)(3)(B) of the rules.  The Certification Board determined that Trinity International 
University had met the six NCATE Unit Standards Edition 2002 with no new areas for 
improvement.  The State Teacher Certification Board is recommending continuing 
accreditation by the State Board of Education.  
 
It should be understood that the review of individual programs that occurred during these 
two institutions’ most recent accreditation reviews (i.e., prior to the focused visits 
discussed above) resulted in renewed approval for all the institutions’ approved programs.  
Consequently the only action at issue here is the continuing accreditation of the 
educational units per se. 
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Analysis and Implications for Policy, Budget, Legislative Action and Communications 
 
Policy Implications:  None. 
Budget Implications:  None. 
Legislative Action:  None. 
Communication:  Please see “Next Steps” below. 
 
Pros and Cons of Various Actions 
Continuing accreditation for these two educational units will allow the institutions to entitle 
program completers for certification in their respective approved program areas. 
 
Superintendent’s Recommendation 
 
I recommend that the two following motions be adopted: 
 

Motion 1 
The State Board of Education hereby assigns the status of "continuing accreditation" to 
Lewis University, thereby authorizing the institution to conduct its approved programs 
and recommend candidates for certification by entitlement until the time of the institution's 
next scheduled review. 
 
Motion 2 
The State Board of Education hereby assigns the status of "continuing accreditation" to 
Trinity International University, thereby authorizing the institution to conduct its 
approved programs and recommend candidates for certification by entitlement until the 
time of the institution's next scheduled review. 

 
Next Steps 
 
Lewis University and Trinity International University will be notified regarding the State 
Board’s decision in keeping with Section 25.160 of ISBE’s rules.  The State Teacher 
Certification Board will also be notified, and the State Board’s Directory of Approved 
Institutions and Programs will be updated to reflect the accreditation status. 
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ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
June 17-18, 2009 

 
 

TO: Illinois State Board of Education 
 
FROM: Christopher A. Koch, Ed.D., State Superintendent of Education  
 Linda Tomlinson, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent  
 
Agenda Topic: Action Item: Review of Proposed New Preparation Programs 
 Benedictine University 
 University of Illinois at Chicago 
 
Staff Contacts: Patrick Murphy,  Phyliss Jones 
 
Purpose of Agenda Item 
 
The purpose of this agenda item is to consider the State Teacher Certification Board’s 
recommendations regarding proposed new programs at Benedictine University and the 
University of Illinois at Chicago.   
 
Expected Outcome(s) of Agenda Item 
 
The State Board of Education will be asked to vote on two motions provisionally approving 
the new programs discussed below. 
 
Relationship to/Implications for the State Board’s Strategic Plan 
 
This item has linkage to Goal 2.  To ensure that every student will be supported by highly 
prepared and effective teachers and school leaders, policies and processes have been 
implemented that support preparation programs with a focus on instruction and student 
learning.  These standards-based programs will prepare educators with expertise in 
discipline-specific content areas and ensure that teachers and administrators demonstrate 
best practices to help all students learn. 
 
Background Information 
 
Benedictine University is an established Illinois teacher preparation institution that offers 
undergraduate and graduate programs in elementary education, secondary education, 
special education, and the reading specialist and school administrative programs. 
 
The University of Illinois at Chicago is an established Illinois teacher preparation 
institution that offers undergraduate and graduate programs in elementary education, 
secondary education areas, and special certification areas.  Early childhood education, 
early childhood special education, learning behavior specialist I (LBS I) and two learning 
behavior specialist II (LBS II), reading specialist, school nurse, school social worker, and 
general administrative-principal programs are offered at the graduate level.  The 
elementary program is also offered through the alternative route. 
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The State Teacher Certification Board considered proposals for new programs at both 
these institutions, as shown below, in accordance with Section 25.145 of the State 
Board’s administrative rules. 
 

Institution Program Staff 
Contact 

Benedictine 
University Physical Education (Type 10, K-12) Phyliss Jones 

Curriculum Adaptation Specialist 

Behavior Intervention Specialist 

Multiple Disabilities Specialist 
University of Illinois 

at Chicago 

Learning Behavior 
Specialist II  
(Type 10, K-12)  

Transition Specialist 

Phyliss Jones 

 
The institutions provided evidence that the applicable content-area standards for these 
programs (set forth in Sections 27.270, 28.300, 28.310, 28.350, 28.360 and 28.370 of the 
rules) will be met.  The State Teacher Certification Board has therefore recommended to 
the State Board of Education provisional approval of these programs.  Provisional 
approval authorizes an educational unit to conduct the affected programs and to 
recommend candidates for certification by entitlement until the time of the institution’s next 
scheduled accreditation review (see Section 25.145(d)(1)). 
 
Analysis and Implications for Policy, Budget, Legislative Action and Communications 
 
Policy Implications:  None. 
Budget Implications  None. 
Legislative Action:  None. 
Communication:  Please see “Next Steps” below. 
 
Pros and Cons of Various Actions 
Approval of the recommended new programs will authorize the universities to entitle 
graduates for the various certificates listed. 
 
Superintendent’s Recommendation 
 
I recommend that the two following motions be adopted: 
 

Motion 1 
The State Board of Education hereby provisionally approves the Physical 
Education program for Benedictine University, thereby authorizing the college to 
conduct the program and to recommend candidates for certification by entitlement 
until the time of the institution’s next accreditation review. 
 
Motion 2 
The State Board of Education hereby provisionally approves the Learning 
Specialist II: Curriculum Adaptation Specialist, Behavior Intervention 
Specialist, Multiple Disabilities Specialist, and Transition Specialist programs 
for the University of Illinois at Chicago, thereby authorizing the university to 
conduct these programs and to recommend candidates for certification by 
entitlement until the time of the institution’s next accreditation review. 
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Next Steps 
 
Benedictine University and the University of Illinois at Chicago will be notified regarding 
the State Board’s decisions in keeping with Section 25.160 of ISBE’s rules.  The State 
Teacher Certification Board also will be notified and the State Board’s Directory of 
Approved Institutions and Programs will be updated to identify the new programs. 
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ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
June 17-18, 2009 

 
 
TO: Illinois State Board of Education 
 
FROM: Christopher A. Koch, Ed.D., State Superintendent of Education 
 Linda Tomlinson, Ph.D., Assistant Superintendent 
 
Agenda Topic: Appointment to the Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice School 

District 428 Board 
 
Materials: Resume of Appointee 
 
Staff Contact(s): Patrick Murphy, Division Administrator, Educator & School Development 
 
 
Purpose of Agenda Item 
 
To review and act upon the recommendation to appoint a member to the Board of Education of 
the Department of Juvenile Justice School District 428. 
 
Expected Outcome(s) of Agenda Item 
 
The anticipated outcome of this agenda item is the appointment of one member to a two-year 
term beginning June 19, 2009. 
 
Background Information 
 
Section 5/13-41 of the School Code requires that the State Board of Education appoint 
members to the Department of Juvenile Justice Board of Education.  In June, 2008, the State 
Board appointed four members.  This appointment will replace one of the members appointed in 
June, 2008, who has recently resigned. 
 
Section 5/13-41 of the Illinois School Code authorizes the appointments to the Board of 
Education for the Department of Juvenile Justice as follows: 
 
 Director of the Department of Juvenile Justice (1) 
 Appointed by the Director of the Department of Juvenile Justice (2) 
 Appointed by the Illinois State Board of Education (4) 
 
The law further requires that at least one of the members shall have knowledge of, or 
experience in, vocational education and one of whom shall have knowledge of, or experience in, 
higher education and continuing education.  The members appointed shall be selected so far as 
practicable on the basis of their knowledge of, or experience in, problems of education in 
correctional, vocational and general education institutions. 
 
In accordance with the nomination procedures set forth in the School Code, the State 
Superintendent has received the nomination of Dr. Walter Milton, Jr., Springfield, Illinois. 
 
 

Education Policy Planning Packet - Page 11



Analysis and Implications for Policy, Budget, Legislative Action and Communications 
 
Policy Implications:  Approval of the new member will ensure compliance with the statute 
citation of the Illinois School Code. 
 
Budget Implications: None 
 
Legislative Action:  None 
 
 
Pros and Cons of Various Actions 
 
It is important that this seat be filled so that the Board can continue its work with a full 
complement of members. 
 
Superintendent’s Recommendation 
 
I recommend that the following motion be adopted: 
 

The State Board of Education hereby approves that Dr. Walter Milton, Jr. be appointed 
to the Board of Education for the Department of Juvenile Justice School District 428. 

 
Next Steps 
 
The above appointment will be notified of the action taken by the State Board of Education. 
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ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
June 17-18, 2009 

 
 
 
TO: Illinois State Board of Education 
 
FROM: Christopher A. Koch, Ed.D., State Superintendent of Education 
 
Agenda Topic: Strategic Plan Update - 2009 
 
Materials: DRAFT Strategic Plan Report to Governor Quinn and Illinois General Assembly 
 
Staff Contact(s): Susan C. Morrison 
 Matt Vanover 
 
 
Purpose of Agenda Item 
 
The purpose of this agenda item is for the Board to discuss and approve a report on the 
progress of the Strategic Plan as required by PA 93-1036. 
 
Expected Outcome(s) of Agenda Item 
 
The Board is expected to review and approve the report on the progress of the Strategic Plan, 
including the Board’s redevelopment of the agency mission and goals. 
 
Background Information 
 
The State Board of Education, pursuant to PA 93-1036, must develop and maintain a continuing 
5-year Comprehensive Strategic Plan for Elementary and Secondary Education.  The Board is 
required to update and submit the Strategic Plan to the Governor and the Illinois General 
Assembly on or before July 1 each year. 
 
Superintendent’s Recommendation 
 
Recommend approval of the Draft Strategic Plan Report.  After discussion in the Education 
Policy Planning Committee meeting, the Board will direct staff to make any additional revisions 
prior to the deadline for submittal. 
 
Next Steps 
 
Forward the approved Strategic Plan Report to the Governor and General Assembly as required 
by PA 93-1036. 
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