
Board Operations Committee of the Whole 
June 18, 2009 

8:30 a.m. 
All open meetings will be audio cast on the Internet at:  www.isbe.net 

 
 
 
AGENDA (timeframes are estimated for planning purposes) 

 1. Roll Call 

 2. Board Member Participation by Other Means 

 3. Public Participation 8:30 –8:35 a.m. 

 4. Minutes of the May Board Operations Committee Meeting  (pp. 2-4) 

*5. Review Nominations for Recognition   8:35 – 8:40 a.m. (pp. 5) 

    6. Board Retreat Planning (Chris Ward, Superintendent Koch)  8:40 – 8:50 a.m. (pp. 6-7) 

   *7. NASBE and ECS Membership (Superintendent Koch)   8:50 – 8:55 a.m.  (pp. 8-22) 

    8. Committee Agenda Planning/Additional Items  (no committee meetings until September) 

    9. Committee Wrap-up – as needed (Superintendent Koch)  8:55 – 9:00 a.m. 

  10. Adjourn 
 

* Items listed with an asterisk (*) will be discussed in committee and action may be taken in the 
plenary session. 
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BOARD OPERATIONS COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
May 20, 2009 

Springfield, Illinois 
 
 
 

Members Present  Members Absent
Chris Ward, Committee Chair None 
Andrea Brown  
Dean Clark  
David Fields Staff Present
Vinni Hall Jean Ladage 
Joyce Karon  Marsha Moffett 
Lanita Koster  Darren Reisberg 
Jesse Ruiz 
 

 
 
A. ROLL CALL:  Dr. Chris Ward called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. and announced that all 

members were present.  (See roll call above.) 
 
 
B. BOARD MEMBER PARTICIPATION BY OTHER MEANS:  None. 
 
 
C. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  None. 
 
 
D. COMMITTEE MINUTES:  Dr. Fields moved that the minutes of the April 2009 Board Operations 

Committee for be approved.  Mr. Clark seconded the motion.  The motion to approve the minutes 
passed on a unanimous voice vote. 

 
 
E. REVIEW NEW NOMINATIONS FOR RESOLUTIONS OF RECOGNITION:  Dr. Hall moved that 

resolutions for Glenna Bartell, a member of the Champaign-Ford Regional Board of School Trustees, 
the READY program (ROE 9 Regional Safe School Program), and for Trish Jackson, Superintendent 
of Metamora Grade School be recommended for approval.  Mr. Ruiz seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously.   

 
 
F. NASBE NOMINATIONS:  Dr. Hall moved that the nomination of Dr. Chris Ward to continue to serve 

on the NASBE Board of Directors be forwarded to plenary session.  Dr. Fields seconded the motion 
and it carried unanimously.   

 
 
G. BOARD BYLAWS & COMMITTEE STRUCTURE:  Mr. Ruiz explained that the Joint Education 

Committee statute had been repealed, therefore there is a need for a technical revision to the Board’s 
Bylaws.  Mr. Ruiz also announced that with the appointment of Mr. Clark to the Education Funding 
Advisory Board, he has appointed Ms. Joyce Karon to serve as Chairperson of the Board’s Finance 
and Audit Committee of the Whole.  Dr. Hall moved that the revision to the Bylaws be moved to 
plenary session.  Dr. Fields seconded the motion it carried unanimously. 

 
 
H. BOARD RETREAT PLANNING:  Dr. Ward asked for a volunteer to meet with him and the 

Superintendent to narrow down the agenda for the 2009 Board retreat.  Ms. Karon volunteered to 
meet with Dr. Koch and Dr. Ward for this purpose.  Dr. Ward asked each Board member to send their 
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two preferred topics Jean Ladage.  Jean will forward the results of the poll to Dr. Ward and Ms. Karon 
prior to their meeting with the Superintendent. 
 
Retreat suggestions included: 

1) Board Self-Evaluation:  It was helpful to have Mr. Gene Wilhoit assist in the Board’s reflection 
and evaluation, and to help lead the discussion for looking to the future.  It was suggested that 
the Board members reflect back to a prior list of priorities that members hoped to accomplish, 
evaluate and reprioritize.  It is important to get feedback from education stakeholders and agency 
divisions as well.  How can the Board strengthen inter-Board/Agency communications and 
between other agencies?  

2) Compressed Planning/Strategic Review – Board and staff review of policies, options, practices 
and services resulting in comprehensive review of resources.  

3) Partnerships with Districts in School Improvement – Continuation of last year’s discussion 
regarding partnerships between ISBE and school districts in school improvement.  

4) Equity in School Finance and Maintain Good Programs      
a) The McKinsey Report (suggested background reading)  
b) Richard Rothstein’s Proficiency for All. (suggested background reading)  
c) Review David Berliner’s study prior to the retreat as a basis for reviewing the effectiveness of 

some of the programs we are funding.   
d) Another suggested read is the book Nudge by Richard Thaler and Cass Sunstein.  The book 

discusses choice architecture.   

5) Prepare for FY11 Budget development – reflect on recent budgets and discuss if funds were 
effectively spent.  (Number of students served, evaluation of program.)  Step back and take a 
look at programs utilizing the conceptual framework introduced at Harvard last summer to be sure 
everything is hitting the core.  

6) Jumpstart Good Ideas – What can our boards do with systems that don’t work?  How can we 
frame them in a way to provide more flexibility for learning?  (Environmental stewards, better 
communication skills, help students to build better community relationships.)  

7) Review the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) – What districts took 
advantage of the stimulus in FY09, what districts did not?  What is coming from ARRA for FY10?  

8) Chronically Underperforming Schools – What can the State Board to? (#8 related to #3) 

9) High School Reform & Career & Technical Education (This is now one of the topical 
discussions that Superintendent Koch has suggested be held in conjunction with the release of 
the CTE Annual Report – as discussed in the mandated reports discussion in Board Ops.)  

10) Understand the Relationship of the Longitudinal Data System to everything the Board does, 
and how might the Board use the information to set policy?  What are the plans?  How will the 
information be translated to keep it from becoming overwhelming to our stakeholders?  

11) What Policies Might Stimulate Online Education to support international standards?  

12) Work Study – Possibly take on either the “Quality School Indicators” or “Partnerships to Stem 
Violence in Schools” issues. 
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I. PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION OF DATES FOR 2010 BOARD CALENDAR:  The Board took a 
preliminary look at the suggested 2010 dates and the possibility of reducing the number of Board 
meetings per year.  It was determined that the work of the Board could not feasibly be accomplished 
in nine meetings and that we should retain the 11-month schedule.  Ms. Karon indicated she would 
inquire about possible locations for a North Cook meeting. 

 
J. BOARD REVIEW OF MANDATED REPORTS:  Dr. Koch suggested that the Board review agency 

reports via topical discussions.  He indicated the reports will continue to be shared with members as 
they are forwarded to the Governor and General Assembly, but he recommended that agenda 
planning be driven by substantive policy discussions around the report topics, rather than due dates.  
Dr. Koch indicated that he has suggested to the Donors Forum that they may able to assist staff in 
analyzing the data around some of these topics.   

 
The Superintendents recommended topics for substantive discussions were: 

• January – Special Education (Special Education reports) 
• June - Strategic Plan - Strategic Plan Progress Report 
• September - Teacher Preparation, Induction & Mentoring 
• September through January - Comprehensive Education Plan and Annual Budget  
• October - Early Childhood and Preschool reports  
• November – Update on District/School Improvement 
• December - School Finance (EFAB Report, Capital Needs Assessment, etc.) 
• December – State Board Annual Report 
• December - Charter Schools and a Status Report of Prairie Crossing Charter School 
• Bilingual Education (Transitional Bilingual Education Report – one month prior to release 

of the report) 
• High School Reform (Timing to be determined) 

o Drop outs and Re-Enrolling Students 
o Career and Technical Education Report (due December 31) 
o NASBE High School Policy Grant 

 
K. COMMITTEE AGENDA PLANNING:  Next month the Board will finalize the retreat agenda and 

discuss NASBE membership renewal. 
 
L. COMMITTEE WRAP-UP:  Dr. Koch wrapped up the meeting with a summary of the discussion. 

The committee discussed the nominations for recognition and the nomination of Dr. Ward for the 
NASBE Board of Directors.  The committee also recommended a slight change in the Board Bylaws.  
Board members will forward their preferred topics for retreat discussion to Jean Ladage who will 
compile the results and forward them to Dr. Ward, Ms. Karon and Dr. Koch.  Ms. Ladage will work on 
the 2010 calendar and return with a final recommendation for locations, which will include a North 
Cook meeting.  Finally, the Committee reviewed and made suggested additions to the 
Superintendent’s recommendation for reviewing mandated reports allowing the topics to drive the 
Board’s agenda.  Dr. Koch will pursue the assistance of outside sources to analyze the data in these 
reports in order to allow for a more informed policy-making discussion around these topics. 

 
M. ADJOURN:  Dr. Hall moved that the Board Operations Meeting of the Whole be adjourned.  Dr. 

Fields seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous voice vote.  The committee meeting 
adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
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ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Board Operations Committee Meeting 

February 18, 2009 
 
 
 
TO:  Illinois State Board of Education 
 
FROM:  Chris Ward, Chair, Board Operations Committee 
 Jean Ladage, Board Services Coordinator 
 
Materials:  Nomination(s) 
 
Agenda Topic: Review Nominations for Board Recognition 
 
 
Purpose of Agenda Item 
To review incoming nominations received since the last Board meeting. Nomination 
materials that are received will be sent to Board members prior to the meeting. 
 
Relationship to/Implications for the State Board’s Strategic Plan 
This item has no direct relationship to the Strategic Plan.  The State Board’s Recognition 
Program was developed to show the Board’s support for the outstanding work of 
educators, staff and school boards that are serving all children in this state. 
 
Expected Outcome(s) of Agenda Item 
Recommendation of Board action. 
 
Background Information 
In May, 2005, the Board initiated a Board Recognition Program to become more proactive 
in its efforts to recognize the exemplary achievements of students, teachers, school 
administrators, and local board members in Illinois. Upon review and acceptance, the 
State Board of Education will pass a resolution describing the particulars of the 
achievement. The signed resolutions will be presented in one of the following three ways: 

o mailed to the recipient(s); 

o personally awarded to the individual(s) at their respective school(s); or 

o presented to recipient(s) during the State Board meeting at which their resolution 
is approved 

 
Superintendent’s Recommendation 
No recommendation from the Superintendent. 
 
Next Steps 
Board Operations Committee will review the nominations received and make a 
recommendation based on that review. 
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ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION  

June 17-18, 2009 
 
 
 
TO: Illinois State Board of Education 
 
 
FROM: Christopher J. Ward, Chairman, Board Operations Committee of the Whole 
 Christopher A. Koch, Ed.D., State Superintendent of Education 
 
Materials:  Draft 2009 Retreat Agenda 
 
Agenda Topic: 2009 Board Retreat Planning 
 
 
Purpose of Agenda Item 
 
The purpose of this agenda item is to finalize the agenda for the 2009 Board retreat.   
 
Background 
 
Suggested topics were discussed at the April and May Board Operations Committee 
meeting.  Following a discussion that Joyce Karon and I had with Superintendent Koch, 
a draft retreat agenda has been developed.   
 
Expected Outcomes 
 
Board members will finalize an agenda and preparation will begin for the 2009 Board 
Retreat. 
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ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Board Retreat 

Location:   Parke Plaza Hotel & Conference Center 
  1414 N. Towanda Avenue, Bloomington 

 
 

August 18 – 20, 2009 
 

NOTE:  Times are approximate 
for planning purposes.   
 
The Board may move to go into 
closed session as necessary 
for purposes allowed in the 
Illinois Open Meetings Act. 

T u e s d a y ,  A u g u s t  1 8 ,  2 0 0 9
 

11:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
A. Roll Call 

B. Setting the Stage (Superintendent Koch) 

C. National Perspective (Gene Wilhoit, Executive Director, Council of Chief State School Officers) 

D. (Closed Session) Board Self Evaluation (Other Attendees:  Wilhoit, Koch, Reisberg, Morrison, Ladage) 
 
 

W e d n e s d a y ,  A u g u s t  1 9 ,  2 0 0 9
 
 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
E. Data Review & Strategic Plan Development Update (Superintendent Koch and Senior Staff) 

1. Discussion of Strategies Aligned to the three Board Goals 

2. Major Initiatives Aligned to the Goals and Strategies  (This discussion will include many of the 
areas suggested for discussion by Board members.) 

3. 2010 Legislative Proposals  A discussion of possible 2010 legislative proposals aligned to the goals 
and strategies will also be included. 

 
T h u r s d a y ,  A u g u s t  2 0 ,  2 0 0 9

 
8:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

F. Work Study (tentative) 
Possible topics 

• Quality School Indicators 
• School District Reorganization/Consolidation 
• Partnerships to Stem Violence in Schools 

 
10:45 a.m. 

G. Plenary Session Action Items (if needed) 
H. Adjourn 
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ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
June 17-18, 2009 

 
 
 
TO: Illinois State Board of Education 
 
FROM: Christopher A. Koch, Ed.D., State Superintendent of Education 
 
Agenda Topic: Membership Renewals – NASBE and ECS 
  
Materials: Membership Information 
 
 
Purpose of Agenda Item 
To consider authorization of membership renewal in NASBE for 2010, as well as the payment of 
the assessment for membership in the Education Commission of the States. 
 
NASBE Membership 
Each Spring NASBE invites all 50 states to renew their membership in the association for the 
coming year.   

The Board Services Office has received a copy of the NASBE invoice for the 2010 Association 
dues.  Again this year, as part of the dues, NASBE is offering all member boards the option of 
establishing a separate account for the explicit purpose of state board professional 
development.  This professional development account is a way of helping members access the 
professional development critical to success.  The account will be managed by NASBE and will 
be accessed to support travel, registration and other costs as necessary.  If money is left over at 
the end of the year, it will be rolled over into the new fiscal year.  State Boards may opt to enter 
into whatever level of membership they prefer.  They may choose to decline the professional 
development fund, or they may select from three levels of professional development funds. 

NASBE membership is summarized in brief in the attached letter from NASBE Executive 
Director Brenda Welburn. 
 
Education Commission of the States  
(Excerpt from the ECS website) 
News and information:  Policymakers interested in particular education topics generally can find 
what they need on the ECS Web site or can get more detailed information from the 
Clearinghouse. For further access to timely education policy news, ECS has two flagship 
electronic publications: e-Clips, a daily roundup of the nation's top education news and 
e-Connection, a weekly bulletin highlighting state policy trends, new reports, upcoming meetings 
and events, useful Web sites and ECS news. ECS also publishes Citizenship Matters, which 
examines efforts to improve citizenship education in our nation's schools.  
 
Policy research and analysis:  ECS keeps policymakers on the leading edge of what's 
happening in the states by gathering, analyzing and disseminating information about current 
and emerging issues, trends and innovations in state education policy. Staff directors, policy 
analysts and researchers work in conjunction with ECS constituents and education 
policymakers on today's most critical education issues. 
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State, regional and national policy conferences:  ECS' state, regional and national seminars, 
workshops and conferences provide policymakers and educators with opportunities to share 
ideas and learn from one another, as well as experts from across the country. Each year, the 
National Forum on Education Policy brings together policymakers and practitioners from all 
levels and all roles in education to discuss and debate the day's hottest education topics.  
 
Customized technical assistance:  ECS tailors its services to individual states' needs, interests 
and resources to help policymakers make the right decisions for their state. Policy audits, 
legislative testimony, meetings, research and consultation and advice are geared to particular 
issues and concerns; they are not "one size fits all." 
 
Publications:  In addition to operating an extensive Web site, ECS releases numerous print 
publications each year. The current list of studies, reports and policymaker guides includes 
more than 100 titles on topics ranging from accountability to vouchers. ECS also publishes a 
bimonthly report, The Progress of Education Reform. 
 
Networks and partnerships:  ECS supports and participates in various networks for legislators, 
legislative aides, governors' education policy aides and others to promote the sharing of 
information, ideas and resources at the state and national levels. ECS is also working on a 
number of initiatives in partnership with other organizations, including the American Association 
of School Administrators, the National Conference of State Legislatures, the Council of Chief 
State School Officers and Just for the Kids.  
 
Current ECS Commissioners from Illinois 
• Ed Geppert, President, IL Federation of Teachers 
• Brenda Holmes, Member, State Board of Education 
• Christopher Koch, Superintendent of Education  
• Kevin McCarthy, State Representative 
• Pat Quinn, Governor, State of Illinois  

 
Recommended Motion: 
The Superintendent recommends the following motion be adopted. 

The State Board of Education authorizes renewal of NASBE membership for 2010, including 
the middle-range professional development account for use by Illinois members.  However, 
due to the economic crisis Illinois is facing at this time, the Board agrees that membership in 
the Education Commission of the States should be suspended for FY10. 

 
Next Steps 
Upon Board approval staff will process dues payment after the beginning of the fiscal year. 
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ECS Commissioners by State 
 
 

Steering Committee members appear in bold. 
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Alabama  

• Stephanie Bell 
Member, State Board of Education 

• Larry Dixon 
State Senator  

• Mac Gipson 
State Representative 

• Sally Howell 
Exec. Dir. Assn. of School Boards 

• Richard Lindsey 
Chair, House Educ. Approp. Comm. 

• Caroline Novak 
President, A+ Education Foundation  

• Bob Riley 
Governor, State of Alabama  

 
Alaska  

• Con Bunde 
State Senator 

• Esther Cox 
Chair, State Board of Education  

• Laraine Derr 
President, Chez Alaska Cooking School 

• Carl Gatto 
State Representative  

• Larry LeDoux 
Commissioner of Education  

• Sarah Palin 
Governor, State of Alaska  

• Carl Rose 
Exec. Dir. Assn. of  School Boards  

 
Arizona  

• Linda Gray 
Vice Chair,  
Senate Education K-12 Committee  

• John Huppenthal 
Chair, Sen. Educ. Accountability/Reform 

 
Arkansas  

• Gilbert Baker 
State Senator  

• Mike Beebe 
Governor, State of Arkansas  

• Terri Hardy 
Director, Ctr for Educ. & Public Policy 
  Ouachita Baptist College  

• Kaneaster Hodges 
Attorney; Former U.S. State Senator  

• T. Kenneth James 
Superintendent, Dept. of Education  

• Calvin Johnson 
Dean, School of Education 
Univ. of Arkansas at Pine Bluff  

California  

• Elaine Alquist 
State Senator  

• Wilmer Amina Carter 
Assemblymember, State of CA 

• Jack O'Connell 
Superintendent of Public Instruction  

• Arnold Schwarzenegger 
Governor, State of California  

• Kent Wong 
Director, Ctr for Labor Research &  
  Educ., UCLA  

 
Colorado  

• Matt Gianneschi 
Senior Policy Analyst 
State of Colorado  

• Evie Hudak 
State Senator  

• Beverly Ingle 
President, Colorado Education Assn.  

• Dwight Jones 
Commissioner of Education  

• Andrew Kerr 
State Representative  

• Barbara O'Brien 
Lt. Governor, State of Colorado  

• Bill Ritter 
Governor, State of Colorado  

 
Connecticut  
• Francis Brennan 

Director, Univ. of Connecticut  

• Sam Caligiuri 
State Senator  

• Cheryl Dickinson 
Professor, Southern CT State Univ.  

• Andrew Fleischmann 
Co-Chair, House Education Committee  

• Mary Ann Handley 
Chair, Senate Higher Educ. & 
   Employment Advancement Comm.  

• M. Jodi Rell 
Governor, State of Connecticut  

• Patricia Sidas  

• Betty Sternberg 
Superintendent, Greenwich Schools 

Delaware  

• Sally Coonin 
Education Policy Advisor, State of DE 

• Jack Markell 
Governor, State of Delaware  

• Teresa Schooley 
Chair, House Education Committee  

• David Sokola 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• James Wolfe 
Pres./CEO, State Chamber of Commerce  

 
District of Columbia  

• James W. Dyke 
Chair, UDC Board of Trustees  

• Adrian Fenty 
Mayor, District of Columbia  

• Deborah Gist 
State Superintendent  

• Vincent Gray 
Chairman, Council of the D.C,  

• Lisa Raymond 
President, State Board of Education 

• Allen Sessoms 
President, UDC  

 
Florida  

• Charlie Crist 
Governor, State of Florida  

• Anitere Flores 
Chair, House K-12 Education Comm.  

• Frances Haithcock 
Chancellor, Florida Dept. of Education  

• Evelyn Lynn 
Chair, Senate Higher Educ. Approp. 
Comm.  

• Eric Smith 
Commissioner of Education  

• Stephen Wise 
Chair, Senate Education Pre-K-12  
  Appropriations Committee  

 
Georgia  

• Kathy Cox 
State Superintendent of Schools  

• Erroll Davis 
Chancellor, Bd. of Regents  

• Jan Jones 
Vice-Chair, House Approp. Comm. 

• Sonny Perdue 
Governor, State of Georgia  

• Daniel Weber 
Chair, Senate Educ. & Youth Comm.  
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Hawaii  
• Lyla Berg 

Vice Chair, House Educ. Comm.  

• Ann Botticelli 
Kamehameha Schools  

• Patricia Hamamoto 
Superintendent of Education  

• Linda Lingle 
Governor, State of Hawaii  

• Norman Sakamoto 
Senate Majority Floor Leader &  
Chair, Senate Educ. & Housing Comm.  

• Rose Tseng 
Chancellor, Univ. of Hawaii at Hilo  

• Dale Webster  
 
Idaho  

• John Andreason 
State Senator, Idaho Senate  

• John Goedde 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• David Hawk  
 

• Bob Nonini 
Chair, House Education Committee  

• C.L. Otter 
Governor, State of Idaho  

 
 
Illinois  

• Ed Geppert 
President, IL Federation of Teachers 

• Brenda Holmes 
Member, State Board of Education 

• Christopher Koch 
Superintendent of Education  

• Kevin McCarthy 
State Representative 

• Pat Quinn 
Governor, State of Illinois  

 
Indiana  

• Mitch Daniels 
Governor, State of Indiana  

• Teresa Lubbers 
Chair, Senate Educ. & Career Dev.  
  Comm. & Asst. Majority Leader  

• Gregory Porter 
Chair, House Education Committee 

• Earline Rogers 
State Senator 

 

Iowa  

• Daryl Beall 
State Senator  

• Nancy Boettger 
State Senator  

• Mary Chapman 
V.P. Des Moines Area Community College 

• Chet Culver 
Governor, State of Iowa  

• Roger Wendt 
Chair, House Education Committee  

 
Kansas  

• Clay Aurand 
Chair, House Education Committee  

• Sally Cauble 
Member, State Board of Education  

• Christine Downey-Schmidt 
Vice Chair, Kansas Board of Regents  

• Robert McFrazier 
Director 
Kansas Alliance of Black School  
   Educators  

• Alexa Posny 
Commissioner of Education  

• Jean Schodorf 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• Kathleen Sebelius 
Governor, State of Kansas  

 
Kentucky  

• Steven Beshear 
Governor, Commonwealth of Kentucky  

• Gary Cox 
President, Assn. of Independent  
  Colleges & Universities  

• Bonnie Freeman 
Member, State Board of Education  

• Helen Mountjoy 
Secretary, Kentucky Education &  
   Workforce Development Cabinet  

• William Phillips 
Dean, Univ. of Eastern Kentucky  

• Kenneth Winters 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

 
 
Louisiana  

• Austin Badon 
Vice Chair, House Education Comm.  

• Andre Coudrain 
Attorney, Cashe Lewis Coudrain Sandage 

• Bobby Jindal 
Governor, State of Louisiana  

• Ben Nevers 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• Paul Pastorek 
State Superintendent of Education 

Louisiana (cont.) 

• Phyllis Taylor 
Chair & Pres. Patrick F. Taylor Fndn. 

• Paul Vallas 
Superintendent, New Orleans Recovery S.D. 

 
Maine  

• Duke Albanese 
Co-Executive Director 
Mitchell Scholarship Research Institute  

• Justin Alfond 
State Senator  

• John Baldacci 
Governor, State of Maine  

• John Fitzsimmons 
President, Community College System 

• Constance Goldman 
Vice Chair, Maine State Board of Educ. 

• Sarah Redfield 
Professor of Law, Franklin Pierce Law Ctr  

 
Maryland  

• Patricia Foerster 
Governor's Education Policy Advisor 

• Nancy Grasmick 
Superintendent of Schools  

• Adrienne Jones 
House Speaker Pro Tem  

• Delores Kelley 
State Senator  

• James Lyons 
Secretary of Higher Education  

• Martin O'Malley 
Governor, State of Maryland  

• Martha Smith 
President, Arundel Community College  

 
Massachusetts  

• Robert Costrell 
Prof. of Educ. Reform & Economics 
Univ. of Arkansas  

• David Driscoll 
President, Driscoll Consulting 

• Judith Gill 
Commonwealth Professor 
Univ. of Massachusetts at Boston  

• James Peyser  

• Stephen Tocco  

• Jack Wilson 
President, Univ. of Massachusetts 
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Michigan  

• Sue Carnell 
Education Policy Advisor 
State of Michigan  

• Irma Clark-Coleman 
State Senator  

• Jennifer Granholm 
Governor, State of Michigan  

• Wayne Kuipers 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• Tim Melton 
Chair, House Education Committee  

• Keith Pretty 
President, Northwood Univ. in Midland  

 
Minnesota  

• Pat Garofalo 
State Representative  

• Mindy Greiling 
Chair, House K-12 Finance Committee  

• David Metzen 
Director, Office of Higher Education  

• Gen Olson 
State Senator 

• Tim Pawlenty 
Governor, State of Minnesota  

• Alice Seagren 
Commissioner of Education 

• Charles Wiger 
State Senator  

 
Mississippi  
• Haley Barbour 

Governor, State of Mississippi  

• Hank Bounds 
State Superintendent  

• Cecil Brown 
Chair, House Education Committee  

• Videt Carmichael 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• Doug Davis 
Chair, Senate Univ. & Colleges Comm.  

• Aubrey Lucas 
Interim Commissioner of Higher Educ.  

• Charles Young 
Chair, House Univ. & Colleges Comm.  

 
 
Missouri  
• Karen Dawson  

• Thomas Kerber 
Principal, LUTCF, Insurance &  
   Benefits Group, LLC  

• Robert Mayer 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• Jeremiah Nixon 
Governor, State of Missouri  

Missouri (cont.) 

• Jewel Scott 
Executive Director 
Civic Council of Greater Kansas City  

• Stephen Stoll  

• Tina Zubeck 
Past President, Missouri PTA  

 
Montana  

• Denise Juneau 
Superintendent of Public Instruction  

• Sue Malek 
State Representative  

• Brian Schweitzer 
Governor, State of Montana  

 
 
Nebraska  

• Greg Adams 
State Senator 

• John Bonaiuto 
Executive Director 
Nebraska Assn. of School Boards  

• John Harms 
State Senator  

• David Heineman 
Governor, State of Nebraska  

• Rich Pahls 
State Senator  

• Jess Wolf 
President, State Education Assn.  

 
Nevada  

• Barbara Cegavske 
Vice Chair, Senate Human Resources  
   & Educ. Comm. 

• Moises Denis 
Assemblymember, Nevada Assembly  

• James Gibbons 
Governor, State of Nevada  

• Frank Meyers 
Professor Emeritus, Univ. of Nevada-Reno 

• Keith Rheault 
Superintendent of Public Instruction  

• Debbie Smith 
Vice-Chair, Assembly Educ. Comm. 

• Joyce Woodhouse 
State Senator  

 
 
New Hampshire  

• Thomas Horgan 
President & CEO, College & Univ. Council 

• Molly Kelly 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• Daphne Kenyon 
Member, State Board of Education  

 

New Hampshire (cont.) 

• Christen Lavers  

• John Lynch 
Governor, State of New Hampshire  

• Emma Rous 
Chair, House Education Committee  

• Lyonel Tracy 
Commissioner of Education  

 
New Jersey  

• Jon Corzine 
Governor, State of New Jersey  

• William Librera 
Rutgers Univ.  

• Joan Voss 
Vice Chair, Assembly Educ. Comm.  

• David Wolfe 
Assemblymember, N.J. General Assembly 

 
New Mexico  

• Toney Anaya 
Attorney, Anaya Law Firm  

• Reed Dasenbrock 
Cabinet Secretary, Higher Educ. Dept.  

• Gayle Dean 
Exec. Dir.San Juan College Fndn. 

• Sharon Morgan 
President, NEA - New Mexico  

• Cynthia Nava 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• Bill Richardson 
Governor, State of New Mexico  

• Sheryl Stapleton 
State Representative  

 
New York  

• Barbara Clark 
Assemblywoman, New York Assembly  

• Bethaida Gonzalez 
Dean, Syracuse Univ.  

• Richard Mills 
Commissioner of Education  

• David Paterson 
Governor, State of New York  

• Stephen Saland 
Senate Assistant Minority Whip  

 
 
North Carolina  

• Margaret Jeffus 
State Representative  

• Howard Lee 
Executive Director, N.C. Educ. Cabinet 

• Marvin Lucas 
Co-Chair, House Education Committee  
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North Carolina (cont.) 

• Ann McArthur 
Senior Education Advisor  

• Beverly Perdue 
Governor, State of North Carolina  

• Marco Zarate 
President/Cofounder 
N.C. Society of Hispanic Professionals  

 
North Dakota  

• Art Conklin 
Superintendent & NDASA State 
Representative, Oakes Public Schools  

• John Hoeven 
Governor, State of North Dakota  

• Doug Johnson 
Exec. Dir. N.D. Council of Ed. Leaders 

• Rae Ann Kelsch 
Chair, House Education Committee  

• Warren Larson 
Superintendent, Williston S.D. #1  

• Gary Lee 
State Senator  

• Maryjane Martens 
7th Grade Geography Teacher 
Agassiz Middle School  

 
Ohio  

• Michael Billirakis 
Member, National Education Assn.  

• Gary Cates 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• Ted Strickland 
Governor, State of Ohio  

• Brian Williams 
Chair, House Education Committee  

 
Oklahoma  

• Ann Coody 
State Representative  

• Nance Diamond  

• John Ford 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• Sandy Garrett 
State Superintendent  

• Brad Henry 
Governor, State of Oklahoma  

• Tony Hutchison 
Assoc. Vice Chancellor, Higher Educ. 

• Glen Johnson 
Chancellor, Regents for Higher Educ. 

 
 
 
 
 

Oregon  

• Suzanne Bonamici 
State Senator  

• Peter Buckley 
State Representative  

• Susan Castillo 
Superintendent of Public Instruction  

• Jeff Kruse 
Vice Chair, Senate Education Govt 

• George Pernsteiner 
Chancellor, Oregon Univ. System  

• James Sager 
Educ. Policy Advisor, State of Oregon  

• Gene Whisnant 
State Representative  

 
Pennsylvania  

• Paul Clymer 
State Representative  

• Andrew Dinniman 
State Senator  

• Kenneth Jarin 
Attorney 
Ballard, Spahr, Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP 

• Jeffrey Piccola 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• Edward Rendell 
Governor, State of Pennsylvania  

• James Roebuck 
Co-Chair, House Education Committee  

 
Rhode Island  

• H. Terri Adelman 
Exec. Dir. Volunteers in Providence  
   Schools 

• Donald Carcieri 
Governor, State of Rhode Island  

• Peter McWalters 
Commissioner of Education  

• Gary Sasse 
Director, Dept. of Revenue  

 
South Carolina  
• Robert Hayes 

State Senator  
• Larry Kobrovsky 

Attorney at Law  
• Edward Pitts 

State Representative  
• Mark Sanford 

Governor, State of South Carolina  
• Willis Walling  
• Garrison Walters 

Executive Director, Higher Education  
 
 
 

South Dakota  

• Dale Bertsch 
Senior Policy Advisor, State of SD  

• Cooper Garnos 
Senate Majority Whip & Chair, Senate Ed. 

• Thomas Hawley 
Dean, Northern State Univ.  

• Tom Oster 
Secretary, S.D. Dept. of Education  

• Robert Perry 
Executive Director, Board of Regents  

• Mike Rounds 
Governor, State of South Dakota  

 
Tennessee  

• Gloria Bonner 
Middle Tennessee State Univ.  

• Phil Bredesen 
Governor, State of Tennessee  

• Dolores Gresham 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• Margaret Horn 
Gov's Office of State Planning & Policy 

• Richard Rhoda 
Executive Director, Higher Education  

• Tim Webb 
Commissioner of Education  

• Leslie Winningham 
Vice Chair, House Educ. Committee 

 
Texas  
• Rob Eissler 

Chair, House Public Educ. Committee  
• Geanie Morrison 

Chair, House Higher Educ. Committee  
• Raymund Paredes 

Commissioner of Higher Education 
• Rick Perry 

Governor, State of Texas  
• Robert Scott 

Commissioner of Education  
• Florence Shapiro 

Chair, Senate Education Committee  
• Royce West 

Chair, Senate Intergov’t Rel. Comm. 
 
Utah  

• Jon Huntsman 
Governor, State of Utah  

• Gordon Snow 
State Representative  

• Howard Stephenson 
State Senator  
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Vermont  
• Angelo Dorta 

President, Vermont NEA  

• James Douglas 
Governor, State of Vermont  

• Robert Starr 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• Diane Wolk 
Former Principal, Rutland NE Primary  

 
Virginia  

• R. Edward Houck 
Chair, Senate Educ & Health Comm.  

• Algie Howell 
Delegate, Virginia House of Delegates 

• Timothy Kaine 
Governor, Commonwealth of Virginia  

• Elizabeth Lodal 
Former Principal 
Jefferson HS for Science & Technology 

• Gregory Schuckman 
Chairman, Northern VA Comm. Coll. 

• Timothy Sullivan 
President & CEO, The Mariner's Museum 

• Patricia Wright 
Superintendent of Public Instruction  

 
Washington  

•  
 
 
West Virginia  

• Patricia Kusimo 
President & CEO, Education Alliance  

• Joe Manchin 
Governor, State of West Virginia  

• Brian Noland 
Chancellor, Higher Ed. Policy Comm. 

• Steve Paine 
State Superintendent of Schools 

• Robert Plymale 
Chairman, Senate Educ. Committee  

• Mary Poling 
Chair, House Education Committee  

• Nancy Sturm  
 
Wisconsin  

• Elizabeth Burmaster 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

• Jim Doyle 
Governor, State of Wisconsin  

• Bette Lang 
Superintendent, Stevens Point Schools  

• John Lehman 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

 

Wisconsin (cont.) 

• Luther Olsen 
State Senator  

• Don Pridemore 
State Representative  

 
Wyoming  

• Rollin Abernethy 
Associate Provost, Univ. of Wyoming  

• Henry Coe 
Chair, Senate Education Committee  

• Dave Freudenthal 
Governor, State of Wyoming  

• Carla Gregorio 
Principal, Laramie County S.D.  

• Jim McBride 
Superintendent of Public Instruction  

• Kathryn Sessions 
Senate Minority Floor Leader  

• Mary Throne 
State Representative  

• Kathryn Valido 
President, Wyoming Education Assn.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Samoa  

• Viane Etuale 
Director, Catholic Education  

• Evelyn Godinet 
Principal, Manumalo Baptist School  

• Mapu Paopao 
State Representative  

• Tuana'itau Tuia 
State Senator  

• Togiola Tulafano 
Governor, American Samoa 

 
 
Puerto Rico  

• Lucy Arce-Ferrer 
State Senator  

• Luis Fortuno 
Governor, Puerto Rico  

 
 
Virgin Islands  

• John deJongh 
Governor, U.S. Virgin Islands  

• Winona Hendricks 
Chair, Board of Education  

• Wayne James 
Chair, Senate Youth, Education, &  
   Culture Committee  

• Luis Sylvester 
Education Policy Advisor, USVI  

• LaVerne Terry 
Commissioner of Education  
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